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Choose this 
medal winning school 
for your garden 
design course 



Inchbald graduates come out top 
at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
with four medals 

A high standard of teaching is central to 
our garden design school’s success and 
on which our reputation has been built over 
the past 40 years. 

Whether it’s a graduate, part time or online 
course you will receive guidance from the 
same high quality tutors. 

So whether you are aiming for a successful 
career in garden design or simply looking 
to improve your own garden you won’t find 
a better established or more renowned 
school than the Inchbald. 

Full time, part time or change 
of career time design courses 


In association with: 


^iyndw 

UNIVERSITY 


o o o 


inchbald 

ESTABLISHED 1960 


020 7630 9011 | sharon.gardens@inchbald.co.uk | www.inchbald.co.uk 




Katherine Swift 

A writer and garden 
historian, Katherine 
lives at The Dower 
House, Shropshire, 
where the garden 
has been the subject 
of two books. She 
is currently working 
on a third, A Rose for 
MorviHe. Her column is 
on pll4. 



Geoff Stebbings 

Geoff trained at 
the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, was 
head gardener at 
Myddelton House and 
worked in journalism 
before moving to 
Ireland to garden 
again. He considers 
spring bulbs on p81. 



Jaekie Bennett 

Former editor-at- 
large of The English 
Garden, Jackie is also 
a respected author - 
The Writer’s Garden 
was published in 2014. 
Her piece about North 
Green Snowdrops 
appears on p36. 



Welcome... 

O nce the anticipation and excitement of Christmas is over, 

winter can seem to stretch ahead endlessly. Fortunately it will 
not be very long before the first encouraging signs of spring 
appear and snowdrops are often the first plant brave enough to emerge 
with a delicacy that belies their tough constitution. 

At North Green Snowdrops in Suffolk, John Morley showcases his 
collection in a beautiful woodland setting, along with pastel hellebores 
and crocus. Meanwhile, at Wilkins Fleck in Staffordshire, clipped 
evergreens are the stars of the show, embracing cold weather and 
looking all the smarter for a coating of frost. 

Of course, the best way to forget about winter weather is to escape it 
entirely, so enjoy an amble around Irish chef Darina Allen’s gorgeous 
kitchen gardens at Ballymaloe in the height of summer and be inspired 
by ceramicist Tim Andrews’ leafy gallery and garden. 

For more ideas, turn to our Chelsea Gold Medal Winners, who have 
shared their secrets for injecting your garden with designer chic. Show 
garden style is easier to achieve than you might think. 

Clare Foggett, Editor 



ON THE 
COVER 

Wilkins Pleck, 
photographed 

by Nicola Stocken, 

offers breathtaking 
winter beauty on p21 



DIGITAL 

PLATFORMS 

Download The English 
Garden app free for 
phone and tablet 
from iTunes, for 
iPhones, and Google 
Play, for Android. 
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Edwardian ref. 610 


Specialists in the design, production and installation 
of bespoke traditional glasshouses 


For a free estimate call 01 270 753826 
Or request a brochure at www.whitecottage.co.uk 
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News Events 


Sue Bradley notes the lasting work of ‘Capability’ Brown, the newest RHS 
garden and key events for the gardening diary 



2016 is the 300th anniversary of the birth of ‘Capability’ Brown. He 
advised on over 250 sites in England and Wales. Here are our top five 


CROOME COURT 

Brown’s very first 
comnnission as 
an independent 
designer includes a 
nnansion house and 
a landscape noted 
for its man-nnade lake 
and river, statues 
and temples. 

Croome d’Abitot, 
Worcestershire 
WR8 9DW; n/n/n/. 
nationaltrust. org. 
uk/croome Tel: +44 
(0)1905371006. 

MILTON ABBEY 

One of the finest 
examples of Brown’s 
work in England, 
Milton Abbey is set 


within a 500-acre 
landscape at the 
meeting point of 
three valleys. It has 16 
miles of walks, rides 
and carriage drives 
enriched by pleasing 
vistas of the Abbey. 
Milton Abbas, Dorset 
DTll OBZ; H/H/H/. 
miltonabbey. org 



SCAMPSTON 

The hall overlooks 
a park designed by 
Brown in 1782. The 
park incorporates 
lakes and natural 
planting using trees 
native to the area. 
Scampston Estate, 
North Yorkshire 
YOU 8NG; iviviv. 
scampston. co. uk Tel: 
+44 (0)1944 758890. 

TRENTHAM 

Brown dammed the 
River Trent in order 
to expand the lake to 
become a mile long. 
He also remodelled 
surrounding parkland 
and Trentham Hall. 


The lake (pictured 
above) has been 
the focus of recent 
restoration work. 
Trentham, 
Staffordshire ST4 
8 AX; www.trentham. 
co.uk Tel: +44 (0)1782 
646646. 

SHEFFIELD PARK 

Four lakes form the 
centrepiece, with 
paths circulating 
through the glades 
and wooded areas. 
Uck field. East Sussex 
TN22 3QX; n/n/iv. 
nationaltrust. org. 
uk/sheffield-park- 
and-garden Tel: +44 
(0)1825 790231. 



Watch the birdie 

More than 500,000 
people are expected to 
take part in this year’s 
RSPB Big Garden 
Birdwatch over the 
weekend of January 
30 and 31. The world’s 
largest garden wildlife 
survey provides 
valuable information 
about numbers of birds 
gardens in winter. 
rspb.org.uk/birdwatch 



Feei the buzz 

Get a bee’s eye view 
of the world at a 
photography exhibition 
at the National Botanic 
Garden of Wales in 
Carmarthenshire. In 
Barcode UK: Beyond 
the Visible, Professor 
Andrea Liggins 
celebrates the disorder 
of nature. Continues 
until spring, www. 
gardenofwales.org.uk 
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Woodpecker Joinery (uk) ud 

"Putting the wood 

back into Greenhouses" 




Manufacturers of High Quality British Hand Made Cedar Garden Buildings 

Bespoke Design Service Available PEFC' PEFC/l6-37-155a 

www.woodpecker-joinery.co.uk Tel:01889 562 610 







NEWS & EVENTS 



MORE AT 
MOTTISFONT 


Work is underway to add a new section to the rose garden at 
Mottisfont. A former car park and entrance is being transformed 
by head gardener Jonny Bass and his team throughout late winter. 

They are carrying out the intentions of Graham Stuart Thomas, 
whose collection of old roses form the backbone of the walled 
garden, next to a Medieval priory in Hampshire. 

“It’s something we’ve wanted to do for a long time,” explains 
Bass. “We will be using plants that fall outside our traditional 
flowering season, such as spring-flowering cherries.” 


Royal aroma 

HRH The Prince of Wales’s iconic Thyme 
Walk has been distilled into a scented candle, 
one of four in the new Highgrove Garden 
Collection. Completing the exclusive range 
are the fresh and fruity ‘Walled Garden’, spicy 
‘Carpet Garden’ and woody ‘Arboretum’. The 
200g candles are available from Highgrove, 
priced £22.50. www.highgroveshop.com 



Worsley New Hall 

The grounds at Worsley New Hall 
in Salford are to beconne the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s fifth garden. 

The 156-acre RHS Bridgewater is 
expected to open in 2019. Before then, 
work will take place to restore its 
10-acre walled kitchen garden - one of 
the largest in the UK - develop historical 
features such as a tree-lined garden 
approach, and recover terraces. 

The RHS also plans to build a new 
learning centre for schools on the site. 

Bridgewater is part of a wider £100 
nnillion-plus investment programme to 
achieve the gardening charity’s vision of 
enriching people’s lives through plants 
and to make the UK a greener and more 
beautiful place. 




Beautiful butterflies 

Banish the winter gloom by mingling with hundreds of vibrant butterflies in 
the Glasshouse at RHS Garden Wisley from Saturday 16 January. 

Some 40 different species, from giant owls to delicate glasswings, will be 
flying between the tree ferns, palms and creepers within the structure’s tropical 
zone up until Sunday 6 March. 

The butterflies are brought to the glasshouse at the pupae stage and their diet 
includes fruit and sweet liquids, along with tropical plants such as calliandra, 
lantana, justicia, pavonia and pachystachys. 

A range of family activities exploring the secret lives of insects will be on 
offer from Saturday 13 to Sunday 21 February, www.rhs.org.uk/wisley 


< o 
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BY DURALCEK 


^e^noin^ ^Of*' ^ioMoas ^o^ens 


• Easy self-installation 

• No maintenance 

The perfect garden 
fencing solution! 


e. sales@eazy-post.com 
t 01608 678238 




NEWS & EVENTS 


CALENDAR 

PRACTICAL PRUNING 
AT RYTON ORGANIC 
GARDENS 

13 January, West 
Midlands 

Learn about the 
principles of pruning 
including how, when and 
why to cut a variety of 
shrubs and small trees. 
9.30am -1pm. Member: 
£30, non-member: £36. 
Tel: +44 (0)24 7630 3517 
www.gardenorganic. 
org.uk 



CREATIVE SEEDHEADS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
COURSE AT RHS 
GARDEN WISLEY 

16 January, Surrey 

Join photographer Andy 
Small for a practical 
session in the garden, 
and a talk on creating 
the best shot. Bring your 
own camera, preferably 
a digital SLR. RHS 
member: £96. Non- 
member: £109. Includes 
a light lunch. Tel: +44 
(0)20 3176 5830 www. 
rhs.org.uk 

A TASTE OF THE 
SEASON AT BETTY’S 
COOKERY SCHOOL 

17 January, Yorkshire 

Create a wonderful 
selection of warming 
dishes, making and take 
home wild mushroom 
lasagne; Yorkshire honey 
and mustard glazed pork 
ashen; gruyere and chive 


potato croquettes; and 
coffee and walnut choux 
ring with salted caramel 
and walnut praline. 9am- 
4.30pm. £185. Tel: +44 
(0)1423 814016 www. 
bettyscookeryschool. 
co.uk 

BEHIND THE SCENES 
AT GREAT DIXTER 

25 January, East Sussex 

Head gardener Fergus 
Garrett will talk you 
through the preparation 
and planning involved 
for the garden in 
winter. 10am-4.30pm. 
Refreshments and lunch 
included. 10% discount 
on all plant sales in the 
nursery on the day. £100 
per person. Tel: +44 
(0)1797 252878 (ext 3) 
www.greatdixter.co.uk 

HELLEBORE TOUR AT 
ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

30 January, West 
Midlands 

Discover the story of 
hellebores and learn 
how to grow them with 
a behind the scenes tour 
of the nursery. A chance 
to purchase specially 
selected hellebores 
at the end of the tour. 
£2.50 for one hour. 
10.15am-2.30pm. Tel: +44 
(0)1384 401996 www. 
ashwoodnurseries.com 




Take your pick from a plethora of potatoes at events 
dedicated to the humble root crop. 

Among the first is the Bridport Potato Day held in the 
town’s United Church on Saturday 9 January, starting 
at 10am. For more details of this and other events 
throughout the south west visit: www.potato-days.net 

More than 200 varieties will be available during the 
Great Gloucestershire Potato Weekend at Dundry 
Nurseries near Cheltenham on Saturday 16 January 
and Sunday 17 January, starting at 9am. www. 
dundrynurseries.co.uk 

Meanwhile, several different potatoes will be available 
at the RHS London Early Spring Plant Fair at the RHS 
Lindley Hall on Tuesday and Wednesday 16 and 17 
February, www.rhs.org.uk 


Snowdrop January sale 

Prepare for a snowdrop shopping spree as galanthophiles from 
around the world gather for a rare snowdrop sale at Myddelton 
House, in Enfield, north London. The site has a rich snowdrop 
pedigree, with two new snowdrops 
discovered in the garden in the past 
ten years. Myddelton head gardener 
James Hall says: “Snowdrops have 
a long historical connection to 
Myddelton House Gardens as former 
resident of the house and creator of 
the gardens, Edward Augustus Bowles 
was one of the greatest collectors. 

Em sure that if he were with us 
today, he would be thrilled to see so 
many like-minded collectors at his 
home.” Myddelton House Gardens 
Snowdrop Sale, 23 January 10.30am 
- 12noon, admission £3.50. Eor more 
information, visit www.visitleevalley. 
org.uk/gardens 
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Introducing the new 
'directory' of award-winning 
ocean and river cruise holidays 



TITAN TRAVEL 

BEST CRUISE AGENT 


Over 100 superb ocean and river cruises altogether in our new 
Cruise Compendium brochure and special offers on selected 
cruises if booked by 31 December 2015! 


■ Double onboard credit on selected Fred. Olsen holidays 

■ Savings of up to £2500 per person on selected itineraries 

■ NCL speciality dining packages 

■ Special offers for solo travellers 

■ Plus many morel 






*5*: 


^ ■■ 




35 BRAND 


PEACE OF MIND 

A UK Titan tour manager 

including Hawaii and luxury river accompanies you throughout^ 
sailings with AmaWaterways 


NEW CRUISES 


DOOR TO DOOR 

VIP home transfers included 
free on every holiday* 


To request your free brochure, visit titantravel.CO.uk 
or call FREE on 0800 988 581 9 quoting EG4 5FC 


tita^ 


SEE THE WORLD 


DIFFERENTLY 


Calls free from BT landlines, mobiles may vary. Terms and Conditions apply on some offers. ^Exceptions apply. *Except Scottish Islands and Sark, where vehicle 
access is restricted - we invite those residents to nominate a mainland address for their pick-up. The majority of Titan's VIP Home Departure Service® transfers 
are not exclusive to one holiday booking and journeys to and from the airport may be undertaken via additional addresses. 





SHOPPING 


WARM UP FOR EARLY SOWING 

All the essential kit to get plants and seeds underway through the cold months 



SIEVE FOR CUTTINGS 


PUT A LID ON IT 


TEMPERATURE GAUGE 


Soil sieve with 5mm mesh, £19.99, 
+44 (0)1344 578811, 
www.waitrosegarden.com 


Victorian-style, lidded bronze cloche, 
£79.99, +44 (0)1344 578811, 
www.waitrosegarden.com 


8-inch round thermometer in 
gooseberry, £26.50, +44 (0)1993 
84559, www.gardentrading.co.uk 



LET IT GROW 

Cream pinewood cold frame, £99.99, 
+44 (0)1258 837970, 
www.selections.com 


HANDY HOLDER 

Steel seed box, £24.99, 
+44 (0)1376 321100, 
www.amara.com 


A PLACE TO SOW 

Wooden potting bench, £280, 
+44 (0)199 384 559 
www.gardentrading.co.uk 




SIEVE FOR SEEDLINGS 

Seedling riddle with 4mm mesh, £12.95, 
+44 (0)333 4001500, 
www.harrodhorticultural.com 


FORCE AN EARLY CROP 

Terracotta rhubarb forcer, 
£180, +44 (0)1608 684416, 
www.whichfordpottery.com 


GET ORGANISED 

A caddy to keep your kit neat and tidy, 
£19.95, +44 (0)1206 226440, 
www.handpickedcollection.com 
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Gloves for people serious 
about Gardening 



Superior Deerskin Gardening Gloves by GOLD LEAF 


BEWARE of Poor Quality Imitations! 


Endorsed by 



Telephone: +44 (0)23 8040 2025 Website: www.goldleaf-gloves.com 




SHOPPING 






WARM WORKING 

Mooreland quilted gilet for cold 
greenhouse days, £24.95, +44 (0)1773 
514748, www.dickiesstore.co.uk 


HELPING HANDS 

‘Artisan’ print gloves, £14.95, 
+44 (0)114 2238262, 
www.burgonandball.conn 


STAY ORGANISED 

Turquoise seed tins, from £4, 
+44 (0)345 092 0283, 
www.sarahraven.com 


KEEP SEEDS SAFE 

Lockable metal seed box, £39.99, 
+44 (0)1344 578111, 
www.crocus.co.uk 


TIME AND TEMPERATURE 

Clock, with thermometer on the 
reverse, £29.99, +44 (0)1246 451077, 
www.twowests.co.uk 


TRANSPLANT QUICKLY 

Multi seed tray dibber, £20, 
+44 (0)1993 84559, 
www.gardentrading.co.uk 


GIVE A POT A HOME 

Cutting and seedling tray, £19.99, 
+44 (0)1344 578811, 
www.waitrosegarden.com 












KEEPING TABS 

Annecy Thermometer in shutter blue, 
£18, +44 (0)1326 311388, 
www.willowandstone.co.uk 


UNDER COVER 

Babygrand wooden cold frame, £345, 
+44 (0)1829 271890, 
www.gabrielash.com 
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WINTER GREENHOUSE 



Bring your garden indoors 

With a few simple steps and a little extra heating to keep out the cold, 
a greenhouse can be a plant-filled paradise all year round 


A greenhouse can be the 
gardener’s best friend in 
winter. Temperatures 
in even an unheated 
greenhouse, such as one 
by Hartley Botanic, can be as much as 
5°C higher than outside, making this the 
perfect place to overwinter tender plants, 
not simply so they are out of the cold but 
also to protect them from rain. It is often 
not the cold that kills tender plants, but 
a combination of cold and wet. 

Summer bedding plants are expensive 
to buy, so if you can keep them going 
from one year to another, so much the 
better. Tender perennials such as fuchsias, 
marguerites and pelargoniums will keep 
going nicely in a greenhouse - and will 
often go on to perform better in their 
second and third years provided they 


aren’t overwatered. They will be happiest 
at a temperature of about 7°C, so, if the 
greenhouse is unheated, cover them with 
fleece during cold snaps. 

And a greenhouse is so useful for 
peaches and nectarines because you 
can usually ward off peach-leaf curl by 
bringing the plants under glass from 
October until May. 

A warming feeling 

Hartley Botanic structures can also 
double as warm and dry potting sheds in 
winter, while larger models can be used 
as a glorious, plant-filled glasshouses. 
With the correct heating in place, you can 
be sure of a plant-filled paradise all year 
round, whatever the weather. 

Tender-flowering plants such as 
stephanotis, brugmansia and many 


houseplants, will appreciate temperatures 
in excess of 18 °C - much as humans do. 

The right environment 

Water plants in a Hartley Botanic 
greenhouse only sparingly until spring, 
and be sure to clear condensation by 
opening vents briefly on sunny days. 
While an unheated greenhouse offers 
a good deal of protection, you can 
raise the internal temperature by fixing 
UV-stabilised bubble wrap to the glass for 
extra insulation. Heating the greenhouse, 
will increase the range of plants that can 
be housed. A constant temperature of 
about 13 °C is ideal for tropical plants like 
amaryllis, poinsettias and orchids. ■ 

Hartley Botanic 0800 783 8083; 
www.hartley-botanic.co.uk 
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GARDEN PATHS 



A touch of grass 

A/e/7 Lucas began his career as a parks departnnent gardener. 
He is now a worldwide authority on ornamental grasses 


I was born into a gardening family. 
My grandfather used to grow 
thousands of delphiniums and was 
a member of The Delphinium 
Society. I have fond childhood 
memories of spending school holidays with 
him in the garden and visiting flower shows 
at the RHS Horticultural Halls in London. 
I was a fan of pansies long before I was 
a fan of grasses. 

My first day’s work in horticulture was 
working for the Torbay parks department, 
gardening by the seafront. I had given up 
working for the Civil Service to pursue a 
career in gardening. For the next seventeen 
years I looked after hospital and health 
centre gardens for a health trust in Torbay. 

I came to Knoll Gardens in 1994 but 
had no plans to specialise in grasses. My 
experience working for the health trust 
made me realise how useful grasses were 


however. They do so well as long term 
plants and I became aware of how effective 
they are when planted with shrubs. 

I think grasses have become popular 
garden plants because they are so successful 
and easy to look after. We have four acres 
of grasses at Knoll but they are looked after 
by just one gardener. I have a lecture about 
gardening with grasses called ‘More Wow 
Less Effort’, which says it all. 

Grasses are so valuable in winter because 
the slightest amount of sunlight makes 
them stand out. I like looking at the garden 
as much in winter as I do in summer 
because the grasses grow old gracefully. 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘Pink Flamingo’ looks 
great when it is pink in summer, but it 
remains appealing when mature in winter. 

The question about grasses that I am 
asked most often is probably ‘when should 
I cut them back?’. The answer is, at the 


end of winter if they are deciduous. For 
evergreens, cut them back in spring or 
summer when they are actively growing. 

The best thing about my job is that I am 
constantly surprised by how plants grow. 
There is never a week that goes by when I 
do not learn something that makes me 
a better gardener. 

In the garden now we are planting more 
grasses. Between 500 and 600 new plants 
will be added up until Christmas, as long as 
the ground is not frozen. Fennisetum ‘Fairy 
Tails’ is one of my favourite grasses, so we 
are planting more of that. 

Despite what is often said, summer is not 
a bad time to plant containerised grasses 
either. It is a brilliant time because the soil 
is warm and the plant is in growth. As long 
as you water well the plants will be fine. ■ 

For more, visit www.knollgardens.co.uk 
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Self-Installation 
Maintenance Free 

The perfect fencing solution! 


sales@eazy-post.conn 


www.eazy-post.com 


01608 678238 
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Tightly clipped yew 
and box parterres 
provide a snnart 
fornnality at Wilkins 
Pleck, highlighted 
here in a frost. 
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A magical country gat'den has been created from unpromising 
material thanks to the efforts of a keen husband-and-wife team 


WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHS NICOLA STOCKEN 
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B arely a day passes when sheila bissell 
does not venture out into her garden and 
even midwinter, as sub-zero temperatures 
hit, is no exception. “Come rain, frost 
or snow, I go out into the garden, and 
always find something new to see,” she 
says. With the days at their shortest, the 
changes are small - a hellebore opening 
here, the wafted scent of a pink viburnum or a seedhead beautified 
by frost - but are magnified by a sense of wonderment that 
anything should flourish. “I can walk the same walk every day, but 
rarely do I not come upon some small change,” observes Sheila. 

Beyond the boundary beech hedge, a rosy dawn breaks above 
the undulating landscape, a ghostly vista of frosted hills, valleys, 
fields and copses that never fails to delight Sheila’s husband, Chris, 
whose work takes him to the world’s most arid places. “When I 
return home from a desert country, the first thing that hits me is 
the cool greenness of England; it’s marvellous,” he says. There is 
unusually high rainfall in this part of Staffordshire, an irony that 
is not wasted on Chris, following visits to places that have not seen 
rain in half a century. 

Rain is certainly no stranger to the enchanting garden that the 
couple have created in the 20 years since moving to 
their home in the hills above Whitmore, 600 feet above 
sea level. It fills the fishery ponds just beyond their 
boundaries, whilst within it nurtures the parterres, 
allees, beds and borders, rills and pools, hanging in 
long icicles from the fountains in winter. However, only 
a few years ago, water was more blight than blessing. 

“When we moved here, there was just rutted, squelchy 
ground, more paddy field than garden,” says Sheila. 


It transpired that the ground was almost entirely solid clay, and 
described by the local farmer as ‘the most unproductive piece of 
land in the area’, she recalls. 

Realising their dream of a garden could not be achieved without 
major landscaping works, Chris bought an elderly JCB for £500. 
“That was the only way I could shovel the hundreds of tonnes of 
compost, horticultural grit and top soil needed to improve the 
soil,” he says. In addition, he dug endless drainage channels, filling 
them with broken tiles gleaned from a local tile works. Even the 
stone chipping paths double as drainage channels, their base a deep 
trench filled with tiles. “I’ve lost count of the plants we’ve lost, but 
as we’ve improved the soil, it’s lessened,” says Sheila, who counters 
the losses by propagating scores of plants in her greenhouse. 

Creating this garden has been a steep learning curve, but it has 
been a team effort, with Sheila masterminding the layout and 
planting while Chris carries out earthworks, lays drainage or 
lawns, as well as designing and building decorative steel structures 
such as arbours and bridges. “Chris and I work well together - 1 
come up with ideas, and he makes them happen,” explains Sheila. 
The framework of the garden, with its elegantly proportioned 
series of rooms contained within brick walls, tall yew screens, 
pleached lime avenues, fastigiate hornbeam and low box hedges, 
seems meticulously planned. Sheila insists it was more 
haphazard than calculated. “We’ve tackled one area at 
a time. It has evolved from small sketches and whatever 
has been in my head,” she says. 

Hidcote Manor influenced her first rough sketches 
for a strong structure of hedges and trees. “There 
were just two oaks when we arrived, so establishing a 
framework and planting trees was the first step.” Many 
shrubs have followed - cotoneasters, firethorns and 


Above Pleached 
trees and box balls 
frame a bust. 

Opposite, clockwise 
from top Scarlet 
cornus stems; 
frosted domes of 
box; neatly clipped 
ligustrum umbrellas. 
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Top row from left Sedum seed heads provide winter interest and the seeds are attractive to birds; frosted flower buds of Viburnum tinus ‘Eve Price’; acid- 
yellow Cornus sericea ‘Flaviramea’ Second row A good stalwart Skimmia x confusa ‘Kew Green’; Phlomis russelliana holds its head high in winter; Berberis 
darwinii has tough leaves and vivid orange flowers Third row Sweetly scented Viburnum bodnantense; Autumn’s red leaves cling on to cornus; Betula utiiis 
jacquemontii Bottom row Ilex aquifolium ‘Golden van Tol’ with almost spine-free leaves; bright red Cornus alba] Nandina domestica, the heavenly bamboo. 


berberis for berries; Garrya 
elliptica, willows and 
hazels with their catkins; 
hellebores, skimmias and 
viburnums - both V. tinus 
and V. bodnantense - for 
their winter flowers; and 
trees that have beautifully 
textured bark, such as old conifers, pines, 
birches, the paperbark maple and cherries. 

The driveway is flanked by an avenue 
of cherries, Frunus serrula^ their polished, 
mahogany-coloured bark coming alive in the 
low winter sun, while spring’s billowing blossom 
remains a distant memory. 

A long, slender rill runs parallel to the driveway, 
overhung by dwarf, weeping willows {Salix caprea 
‘Kilmarnock’) and edged in lavender, skimmia 
and box balls. Nearby, on the lawn, stand 
eight, dome-shaped Portuguese laurels {Frunus 
lusitanica) that cast long shadows over the lawn at 
sunrise and bring a stately air to the garden. 

From the back of the house, two tall, dense 
yew hedges stretch down the garden, enclosing 
different ‘rooms’, with two Japanese maples 
flanking the entrance to the knot garden. “I’ve 
spent a lot of time looking down on this area 
from the attic window, tweaking the design to 
get it right,” says Sheila, whose bird’s-eye view of 
the knot garden reveals a swirling pattern of box 
hedges. “All the formal areas look gorgeous when 
there’s a coat of frosty icing on top,” she adds. 
“After a hoar frost, everything is transformed - it 
is magical, like waking up in Narnia.” 

The knot garden is one of four small, 
rectangular enclosed gardens arranged around 
a rose arbour. The remaining rectangular areas 
are, by the time winter comes, pared down to 
a scantily clad silver pear and a framework of 
evergreen box, variegated holly, choisya, hebe, 
lonicera and yew - only a few frosted seedheads 
hint at summer’s fulsomeness when roses and 
perennials reign supreme. 

While Sheila has concentrated on the formal 
garden, Chris has focussed on establishing trees 
such as sorbus, maples, liquidambar and a bed of 
silver birches, their trunks reflected in the spring- 
fed lake, another of Chris’s projects. “It started 
life as a small, temporary pond for our fish, but 
when it kept filling up with water, I realised there 
must be a spring.” Chris then enlarged the pool, 
digging down to four metres or more in places, 
and transporting huge rocks excavated from the 
nearby fisheries. Over time, and once the lake 
had settled, he established native water lilies, 
and planted the banks with birches, swathes of 
dogwood {Cornus sanguinea ‘Winter Beauty’) 
and willow stems, a blaze of red in winter. 


Right Low winter sun 
highlights dome- 
shaped Ligustrum 
japonicum trees 
and the box grid 
below them. 

Below The icy lake, 
surrounded by trees 
and seedheads. 



SHEILA’S 
ADVICE FOR 
WINTER 
GARDENS 

■ The naked winter stems 
of dogwood or willow 
create a blaze of colour. 
Cornus alba ‘Sibirica) 
with bright red stems, or 
the tall willow, Salix alba 
‘Britzensis’ for its orange 
stems, a both worth trying. 

■ Plant a strong structure 
of evergreens — unless 
you have that, nothing else 
will be shown off at its 
best, especially in winter. 

■ Plant shrubs with 
fragrant flowers: 

Viburnum x bodnantense, 
mahonia, shrubby 
honeysuckles or Christmas 
box are all good value. 

■ If you have heavy day, 
plant on top of it, not in it, 
by creating raised mounds 
of top soil and compost, 
giving roots the best 
chance to establish and 
cope In cold, wet winters. 

■ Leave seedheads and 
herbaceous plants alone 
in autumn — they provide 
food for the birds, and 
look lovely dusted in frost. 

■ Plant trees with good 
stems — Prunus serrula for 
its coppery peeling bark, 
the snake bark maple, 

Acer griseum, which has 
peeling, orange-tinged 
bark; or silver birches 
which positively glow on 
the gloomiest of days. 


Wilkins Fleck opens to pre-booked groups 
of 20a. To contact Chris and Sheila, email 
bissellcd@yahoo.co.uk 


With their property surrounded by organically 
farmed land and choosing to garden on similar 
principles, the Bissells keep chemicals to the 
absolute minimum, rewarded by regular sightings 
of barn owls, partridges, kingfishers and fallow 
deer. “And one winter’s day, I saw some 500 
waxwings on a big oak tree - it was a rare and 
wonderful sight,” says Chris. 

There is always something special to be found in 
this beautiful garden. “It is immensely satisfying 
to have created a garden where there was nothing 
— it is as if we’ve brought the land back to life,” 
adds Sheila reflectively. 
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WILKINS PLECK GARDEN NOTEBOOK 

In winter, the bones of the garden are so good they look magnificent in their own right 



THE BRIDGES OVER 
THE LAKE 

The graceful bridges arching 
over the pool were inspired 
by an all-male trip to 
Longchamps racecourse 
in France. “I persuaded the 
others to see Monet’s garden,” 
explains Chris. It made a lasting 
impression, and he based his 
bridge design on Monet’s. 

“It was a delicate balance 
between making a bridge 
that’s sufficiently arched for a 
rowing boat to pass beneath, 
but not so steep that you 
couldn’t safely walk over in the 
wet,” he says. The bridges are 
made from rolled steel channel 
sections bolted together. 



THE KNOT GARDEN 

Initially, the knot garden 
design - adapted from 
a half-forgotten picture in 
a magazine - was marked 
on the ground with paint, 
and scores of little box 
plants planted through a 
weed-proof membrane 
covered in gravel. “After a 
while, we could see that the 
box was struggling, so we 
ripped out the membrane 
only to discover the ground 
beneath was completely 
waterlogged,” recalls Sheila. 
After adding grit and top soil 
to the clay, they replanted 
much of the box, and it 
has since thrived. 



THE DOMED 

PORTUGUESE 

LAURELS 

standing over lawn and 
herbaceous beds to the 
south of the house are eight, 
dome-shaped Portuguese 
laurels {P run us lusitanica) 
that were planted as an 
afterthought. “We’d dug the 
beds and laid the lawn, but 
something was missing,”says 
Sheila. Each laurel was 
planted as a 1.5-metre-tall 
specimen, and had to be 
inched into position without 
damaging the lawn. They 
have grown quickly, and are 
trimmed in July, with a light 
tidy in October if needed. 



THEEROZEN 

EOUNTAIN 

Chris and Sheila first saw 
this fountain languishing 
in a friend’s garden. It had 
been bought for the gardens 
of a local hospital, but was 
rejected on health and safety 
grounds. By good fortune, it 
made a perfect centrepiece 
for the Bissells’ front garden, 
skirted by a low box hedge. 
The pump sits 50cm deep in 
the water, working happily 
until the temperature drops 
to -IOC degrees, when Chris 
turns it off. The fountain 
contributes to the broader 
classical mood that is evident 
in the garden at this time. 


ALSO IN THE AREA 


If you are in Staffordshire, Sheila also recommends: 


GARDEN 

Trentham Gardens continues 
to develop its huge space. The 
Trentham Estate, Stone Road, 
Trentham, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 
8JG. Tel: +44 (0)1782 646646. 
www.trentham.co.uk 


PLACE TO STAY 
Slaters Country Hotel is very 
comfortable and the food good. 
Stone Road, Baldwins Gate, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, STS 
5ED. Tel: +44 (0)1782 680052. 
www.slaterscountryinn.co.uk 


GARDEN CENTRE 

Bridgemere has a large 
selection of plants. 
Bridgemere, Nr Nantwich, 
Cheshire, CW5 7QB. Tel: 

+44 (0)844 288 5173. www. 
wyevalegardencentres.co.uk 


PLACE TO EAT 

The Swan with Two Necks for 

good food in the heart of the 
countryside. Nantwich Road, 
Blackbrook, STS 5EH. Tel: 

+44 (0)1782 680343. www. 
theswanwithtwonecks.co.uk ■ 
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AWARD-WINNING DISCOVERY CRUISING 
CRAFTED BY US, TAILORED BY YOU 


Cruise with Voyages of Discovery to discover the world your way. 

These two special interest cruises, in partnership with the RHS, are a 
fantastic way to take in some of the world's finest gardens and include 
themed talks by RHS Guest Speakers. On board our comfortable small 
ship Vb/oger there's a friendly atmosphere, with just 540 passengers 
joining you. All meals. Guest Speaker talks, flights and overseas 
transfers are included, with an exciting programme of optional shore 
excursions so you can tailor-make your perfect holiday. 

ALL FARES INCLUDE 

• Flights & overseas transfers • Onboard gratuities & service charges 

• All meals, entertainment, workshops & a range of daily activities 

• Lively talks by Guest Speakers 



ESCAPE TO MADEIRA 
& THE AZORES 

CHANNEL ISLANDS | SPAIN | AZORES 
MADEIRA I PORTUGAL 

22ND MAY 2016 

16-DAY CRUISE FROM 

£ 1,574 

HIGHLIGHTS 


• Discover the British and French 
influences of Guernsey 

• The volcanic archipelago of the Azores 

• Enjoy Portugal's hidden gem, 
the island of Porto Santo 

• Stunning landscapes of Madeira - the 
'floating garden of the Atlantic' 

• Explore historic Lisbon, situated on the 
picturesque River Tagus 


FARES PER PERSON VGR 1 60522 


CABIN TYPE 

BROCHURE 

EARE 

OFFER 

EARE 

SAVING 

2 Bed Inside 

£1,749 

£1,574 

£175 

2 Bed Outside 

£2,099 

£1,889 

£210 

Balcony Cabin 

SOLD OUT 

SOLD OUT 



Discovery Club members 


ENCHANTING 

MEDITERRANEAN 

FRANCE I CORSICA | SARDINIA 
MALTA I SICILY | ITALY 
MONTENEGRO | CROATIA 

2ND SEPTEMBER 2016 

12-DAY CRUISE FROM 

£ 1,592 

HIGHLIGHTS 


• Option to journey to Voyager on 
Eurostar direct from London 

• Overnight stay in port to explore Nice 

• Join Voyager on a maiden call to 
stunning Caivi in Corsica 

• Historic yet cosmopolitan Cagliari 

• Valletta and its Grand Harbour 

• UNESCO-listed Alberobello 

• Extended stay in Dubrovnik 


FARES PER PERSON VGR 1 60902 


CABIN TYPE 

BROCHURE 

EARE 

OFFER 

EARE 

SAVING 

2 Bed Inside 

£1,769 

£1,592 

£177 

2 Bed Outside 

£1,959 

£1,763 

£196 

Balcony Cabin 

£2,959 

£2,663 

£296 


an additional 5% discount. 


Book your cruise today or request our latest brochure by calling 

0800 043 9408 

visit voyagesofdiscovery.co.uk or contact your local travel agent Gs) clST 

! -sJ / / ^ '§£1^ “K-SSSr"" ABTANO.W0302 


Calls to 0800 numbers are free. All fares apply to new bookings only, are correct as of 1 0th November 201 5, are subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any time and must be booked by 22nd December 201 5. Fares shown are based on 
twin occupancy. Fares shown represent the lowest cabin grade available. Retrospective discounts cannot be applied. For full terms and conditions please visitwww.voyagesofdiscovery.co.uk. Flights included are economy and where applicable overseas 
airport transfers apply to Voyages of Discovery dedicated group flights only. Travel insurance is not included. Booking terms and conditions apply. Visas where applicable are included in your cruise fare although there are some exceptions. For full 
details on visa exclusions see our Voyages of Discovery Ocean cruise brochure and please check visa requirements when booking. Voyages of Discovery is a trading name of All Leisure Holidays. ABTA W0302 ATOL 3897. Data protection - Voyages 
of Discovery is part of All Leisure Holidays, Compass House, Rockingham Road, Market Harborough, Leicestershire, LEI 6 7QD. For further information, please see the Voyages of Discovery Privacy Policy at www.voyagesofdiscovery.co.uk 
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Darina Allen, the celebrated Irish chef Who delight.sjn teaching her students 
the joy of sourcing fresh vegetables, is always happy to be in her own garden 







Left The deep 
and colourful 
herbaceous borders 
franne a Gothic folly: 
a shell house 
with an intricately 
decorated interior. 


IVEN HER RENOWN AS A CELEBRATED 
chef, food writer, broadcaster and 
founder of Ballymaloe Cookery 
School in County Cork, Ireland, it 
is surprising to discover that Darina 
Allen once nurtured dreams of 
becoming a garden writer. But that is 
only until she speaks of her childhood 
growing up in the rural midlands of Ireland in the 
1950s. When she tenderly describes the food that 
her mother cooked, using fresh, local, seasonal 
ingredients grown in the family garden or foraged 
from the hedgerows and fields, her deep-rooted love 
of gardening suddenly makes an awful lot of sense. 
“Food was far too precious to throw away in those 
days: any glut was transformed into delicious jams, 
chutney s, stews, pies and puddings.” 

Darina and her husband, Tim Allen, first moved 
to their home, Kinoith, an elegant Regency house set 
on 100 -acres of fertile east Cork farmland, shortly 
after their marriage in 1970. “When my parents-in- 
law, Myrtle and Ivan Allen [of nearby Ballymaloe 
House], gave us Kinoith, I was so mad to get going in 
the garden that if I’d had my way. I’d have bulldozed 
everything into the ground. Luckily, we had no 
money to hire a bulldozer, and so I had to take a 
slower, more considered approach.” 

Once beautiful and productive, the rural estate, 
situated just outside the small coastal village of 
Shanagarry, had slowly descended into a wilderness 
after the death of its previous owners. Displaying 
the combination of resourcefulness, good humour, 
iron determination and a formidable 
capacity for hard work that has since 
become her signature style, Darina 
rolled up her sleeves and set to work. 

“It consumed me. Every year. I’d 
discover something wonderful shrouded 
beneath the overgrowth.” 
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If I had my way, 
no chef would go 
into a kitchen before 
they’d spent at least 
a year working on 
an organic farm 
and garden 


At first, the young couple made their living by selling fresh organic 
produce that they grew in Kinoith’s farm fields and one-acre of 
glasshouses. During the quieter winter months, Darina helped Myrtle 
to give cookery classes at nearby Ballymaloe House. Then, in 1983, 
she and her brother Rory O’ Connell (himself a chef, food writer and 
broadcaster) decided to establish Ballymaloe Cookery School in one of 
Kinoith’s old stone farm buildings. “It took me a while to realise that 
living in the middle of an organic farm and gardens, with every sort of 
first-class, home-grown ingredient close at hand, provided me with the 
perfect career opportunity to combine the two things that I most loved 
doing: cooking and gardening.” 

Today, Ballymaloe Cookery School is considered one of the world’s 
finest culinary institutions, with a reputation for inventive cooking 
using only the best, organically produced, locally sourced, seasonal 
ingredients. Yet despite its fame and the hordes of visitors and students 
who come to it from all over the world, it is still very much a family- 
run business, one that includes the Allen’s four children as well as their 
daughter-in-law Rachel (now also a well-known cook, 
author and broadcaster). While Darina still keeps 
a close eye on Kinoith’s farm and gardens, they are 
maintained by a tight-knit team of horticulturists, overseen 
by Tim, and include consultant head gardener Susan 
Turner, cookery school gardener Eileen O’ Donovan and 
farm manager Haulie Walsh. 

As for the organically certified farm and gardens 
themselves, they have changed greatly since those early 
days. Kinoith’s once-overgrown old box parterres and lofty 
beech hedges now form the elegant bone-structure of the 
cookery school’s large herb garden, offering shelter to a 
host of culinary herbs including bay, sage, hyssop, mint and 
horseradish, along with stately stands of globe artichokes 
and sweetly perfumed old roses. Nearby, a decorative 

kitchen potager laid with herringbone brick paths 
and brimming, in summer, with edible flowers 
such as golden pot marigolds, fiery nasturtiums, 
and heartease violets, occupies the site of an old 
Taggart’, or farmyard. On the pebble path outside, 
free-range hens happily forage for food. 

Close by, in what was once one of Kinoith’s 
farm fields, a tightly mown grass path flanked by a 
30-metre long double herbaceous border, leads to 
an elaborate garden folly, or shell house. Peer inside 
its handsome gothic windows, and you will catch 
glimpses of a glimmering interior covered with 
intricately beautiful patterns of shells, all of it the 
work of the internationally regarded shell artist Blott 
Kerr-Wilson. The shell house’s elegant architecture offers a wonderfully 
formal counterfoil to the garden’s billowing double border, which was 
designed by the Irish garden designer Rachel 
Lamb. Its long, wide beds are framed by tall yew 
hedges and filled with choice perennials, grasses 
and a smattering of hardworking annuals that 
combine to give months of scent and colour. 

By late summer, it is ablaze with fiery-hued 
kniphofias, bright-orange and red-flowering 
watsonia and crocosmia, purple fennel, 
perennial sunflowers, cream and golden- 
flowered achilleas, day lilies with edible flowers 




From top Darina 
is part of a family 
of talented 
cooks; colourful 
hemerocallis; an 
old stone farm 
building is home to 
the cookery school; 
umbels of Am mi 
majus float above 
a sea of grasses. 








The decorative * 
kitchen potager is 
fitted with culinary^|^ 
Relights and framed 
by hedges of yew , 
which create a warm 
micro-climate.- 







From left Darina 
shows her cookery 
students what to 
look for in the day’s 
crop; redcurrants 
ripe for picking, 
growing in one of 
the farm fields; the 
family of free-range 
hens not only 
provides useful 
eggs but also helps 
keep the slugs and 
snails down. 



FEATURES OF BALLYMALOE COOKERY SCHOOL 

The stone buildings and eco-friendly approach to recycling all add to the charm 



THE ORNATE INTERIOR of Ballymaloe 
Cookery School’s stunning shell house 
is the work of the Welsh artist, Blott 
Kerr-Wilson (blottshellhouses.com). 

All the shells used in its design came 
from the kitchens of either Ballymaloe 
Cookery School or nearby Ballymaloe 
House. Garden follies of this kind belong 
to a tradition that reaches back to the 
16 th century. 



SCARECROWS AND SEA SERPENTS 

woven from locally grown willow and 
hazel, raised beds built out of leftover 
wooden pallets, simple garden tables 
made out from old cable spools, tin cans 
re-used as natty flower pots; the cookery 
school’s gardens and glasshouses are 
filled with examples of how even the 
humblest of materials can be creatively 
upcycled and put to good use. 



EDIBLE FLOWERS are everywhere at 
Ballymaloe Cookery School, not just 
in the gardens and hedgerows where 
they add splashes of vibrant colour and 
attract hordes of pollinating insects, but 
also in the kitchen and restaurant where 
their petals are added to salads and 
summer cocktails, used as garnishes, 
crystallised cake decorations or in floral 
syrups, cordials and distillations. 
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GREATEST 

CHALLENGE? 

'7 found the sheer size 
and scale of the gardens 
overwhelming in the early 
years, especially when we 
had little money to throw 
at It. It wasn’t like a small 
garden where a couple of 
days’ hard work makes such a 
difference. Instead, It was 
a case of ’little by little’ and 
’bit by bit’, although it wasn’t 
until the early 1980s that we 
finally got it in hand. ” 

ALSO IN 
THE AREA... 

Ballymaloe Country House, 

which has been in the 
family since 1948 when Ivan 
and Myrtle Alien bought 
it and established It as a 
restaurant and country hotel. 
Ballymaloe, Shanagarry 
Midleton, Co. Cork, 
ballymaloehouse. le 
Tel: +00 (353)21 4652531 
Midleton Farmers Market, 
Midleton, Co. Cork (Saturday 
mornings only), probably 
the best-known farmers’ 
market in Ireland, where 
Ballymaloe Cookery School 
has a weekly stall selling 
organic produce from the 
school’s farm and gardens, 
midletonfarmersmarket. com 


in shades of burnt-red and 
umber, and the plum-red, 
egg-shaped blooms of Allium 
sphaerocephalon. Their 
hot colours are softened 
by repeated plantings 
of lilac-purple flowered 
Verbena bonariensis^ 
wispy Stipa tenuissima^ 
lime-green Alchemilla 
mollis^ silver-leaved stachys, 
aromatic catmint and the long-flowering Geranium 
‘Rozanne’, whose violet-blue flowers appear from 
June to September. 

Just beyond the border, in Kinoith’s wildflower 
meadows, the coils of a giant willow ‘sea serpent’, 
the work of local willow artist Norbert Platz, rise 
above a golden froth of grass. 

In an adjacent farm field, neat lines of cane and 
bush fruit, including currants, raspberries and 
blueberries supply yet more delicious home-grown 
produce. Another nearby field is home to a friendly 
family of pigs, whose free-range meat also supplies 
the cookery school’s kitchens. From here, you can 
see Kinoith’s glasshouses and the last of the farm 
fields that encircle it, filled with row after row of 
delicious, organically-grown produce. 

As for that produce, a summer stroll through the 
school’s organically managed 100 acres can feel a 
little unreal at times, so abundant and diverse is the 
range of food that grows here. In the glasshouses, 
find blood-red pomegranates, dusky-skinned figs, 
and peaches so succulently ripe that the simple act 
of picking them is sometimes enough to bruise their 
tender, juicy flesh. 

Elsewhere in the gardens, you’ll come across 
sherbert-coloured Chilean guava berries ripening 
on the small evergreen shrub Myrtus ugni (delicious 
with pheasant or guinea fowl), pungent medlars, 
{Mespilus germanica) scarlet-berried ‘strawberry 
sticks’ {Chenopodium capitatum), golden Asian 


Left Rhubarb in the 
vegetable garden. 
Centre Edible 
flowers in the 
borders. 

Bottom Left An ice 

bowl decorated with 
handpicked flowers 
and filled with lemon 
verbena granita. 

Bottom right An 

edible pansy. 





y V 

ADVICE FROM BALLYMALOE 
COOKERY SCHOOL 


Darina and Tim Allen’s 100-acre plot in fertile land in 
Co. Cork was perfect for a cookery school 




■ Saving seed of different 
open-pollinated (non-hybrid) 
vegetable and flower varieties 
is easier than you think and 
not only saves money, it also 
helps preserve old or hard- 
to-get varieties. For example, 
every autumn we save seed 
of the 40 different heritage 
tomato varieties grown in the 
glasshouses, as well as seed of 
assorted chillies, peppers, peas, 
plus many different flowering 
annuals. 


■ Whether you have space for 

a large polytunnel or just a tiny 
glasshouse, it’s hugely rewarding 
growing food under cover. Not 
only does it mean that you can 
grow a much wider range of 
plants but it also greatly extends 
the growing season. Ballymaloe 
Cookery School is lucky enough 
to have one acre under glass, 
which we use to grow everything 
from peaches, grapes and 
pomegranates to aubergines, 
chilli peppers, chick peas, squash, 
tomatoes and sweetcorn. 


■ Good food begins with 
healthy soil. We nurture ours 
carefully with regular mulches 
of the very best homemade 
garden compost. Every kind of 
organic matter goes into the 
heap; leftover vegetable waste, 
trimmings from the glasshouses, 
sweepings from the chicken 
runs and cattle shed and even 
seaweed when we can get it, all 
interspersed with layers of wheat 
straw. It’s the very first recipe 
that students are given when 
they arrive here! 


■ One of the secrets of 

successfully growing delicious 
organic produce is to cultivate 
only the very best varieties, so 
we are always on the look-out 
for any that are exceptionally 
flavoursome as well as 
vigorous, productive and, of 
course, disease resistant. We 
particularly like the French bean 
‘Hilda’, tomatoes ‘Typhoon’ and 
‘Sungold’, potatoes ‘Charlotte’ 
(early) and ‘Blue Danube’ 
(maincrop), also the cooking 
apple ‘Arthur Turner’ and 
‘Gibbon’s Russet’ which is 
a dessert apple. 



6^. From top 

'sphaerocephalon‘r<^^ 
,^and'barrow loads^^^ j 
’AiSf squash, 

glasshouse is filled 
herbs, such ; 

£ as basM,''for daily , \ 


■ If you garden organically, as 
we do, then any plant pests and 
diseases must be managed in 
a sustainable way, without the 
use of damaging chemicals. 
Along with fostering biodiversity, 
nurturing soil health (see above 
left) to boost plants’ natural 
resilience, and picking vigorous 
varieties (see left), one of the 
other ways that we do this is 
by using a range of biological 
controls in the glasshouses, 
which helps to keep pests like 
aphids and spider mite at bay 
(see koppert.com). 
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The impression 
of abundance 
is underscored 
by tantalising 
scents that waft 
on a warm 
summer’s day 


pears {Pyrus pyri folia), and clay 
pots filled with rose-scented 
pelargoniums whose leaves are 
used in cordials and puddings. 

That impression of astonishing, 
sometimes almost overwhelming 
abundance is underscored by the 
tantalising scents that waft from 
the cookery school’s tall windows 
on a warm summer’s day, whether 
it is the sweet citrus perfume of lemon verbena 
granita being made from the fragrant leaves of the 
tender sub-shrub Aloysia citrodora, or the fragrant 
tang of home-grown tomatoes being chopped into 
a salad. The school even has its own miniature dairy, 
where students learn how to transform the milk and 
cream from its herd of Jersey cows into delicious 
cheese and butter. 

“If I had my way,” says Darina, “no chef would 
go into a kitchen before they’d spent at least a year 
working in an organic farm and gardens. It teaches 
respect for fresh, healthy, seasonal food and the real 
costs involved in producing 
it. It also allows students to 
experience the great joy of 
gardening; I’ve seen grown 
men whimper with happiness 
after digging up a bucket of 
potatoes.” ■ 


Clockwise from top 
left The family of 
free-range pigs; 
picking marigolds in 
the potager garden; 
chalk board with 
the daily produce 
available for the 
cookery school; 
flower will go into 
colourful salads. 


For more information, 
visit cookingisfun.ie 
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Artist John Morley’s two. great passions, painting and snowdrops/are 
connbined so closely he is^ not sure wher^ one begins and the other ends 


WORDS JACKIE BENNETT PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS 


. 4 . 





9 


T here can be eew more enigmatic addresses than 
‘North Green Only’. Even having lived in Suffolk for 
many years, I had only the vaguest notion of where artist 
John Morley, also known as The Snowdrop Man, lived. 
The house, shared with his wife, Diana, who is also an 
artist, is down the most winding of lanes that eventually 
peters out on a green. It is the lane that leads to North 
Green — only. 

Diana and John bought a row of four derelict farm cottages in a field not 
far from the town of Beccles in the early 1970s. “It literally was a field,” he 
remembers, “but I had always loved gardening, so we set about planting 
yew hedges and creating enclosed spaces to give the plants some protection 
from the weather.” 

By profession John Morley is an artist, working in oils and producing the most 
exquisite paintings - and it was his art that led him to snowdrops. 

“I only paint by natural light and in winter there is very little, so I had more 
time for the garden,” John explains. He recalls looking closely at snowdrops 
and noticing - importantly for a painter - that they didn’t move about too much 
in the wind. He began to plant a few clumps, gradually getting interested in 
those that would make good subjects, and soon became a serious collector of 
unusual varieties. “It was the late Lady Bacon from the nearby Raveningham 
Estate (mother of the current President of the RHS, Sir Nicholas Bacon) who first 
encouraged me. She kindly included a note in her own garden plant catalogue 
to say that if people wanted a list of rare snowdrops they should send three 
first-class stamps to me.” 

Part of the enigma of North Green Snowdrops is John himself. An unassuming 
man who has never advertised his plants, his first list of snowdrops for sale in 
1984 was just that - a list - but soon John was designing and painting images 
for the front covers of the catalogues. John keeps these early catalogues, which 
are now highly sought after, in special boxes in his garden room overlooking the 
rolling north Suffolk landscape. “The first illustrated ones were from my wood 
engravings, which we printed ourselves on a hand press. But wood engraving is 
hard on the eyes so I began doing paintings instead,” he explains. 

Receiving a North Green Snowdrops catalogue in the post remains a special 
event. With forty years of first-hand experience, there are few people who know 
their subject better than John, and the catalogue descriptions are evidence of his 
expertise. As a young man he was absorbed into the galanthophile fraternity and 
corresponded with Richard Nutt, Primrose Warburg (who gave her name to 
a very popular snowdrop), Mrs Amy Doncaster and Christopher Brickell CBE. 

“I started getting invited to ‘snowdrop parties’, which were such fun and 


Opposite Collector’s 
item Galanthus 
‘Dionysus’ set 
against pink hybrid 
hellebores. 
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Top Snowdrops thrive 
in humus-rich 
woodland soil. 

Above Intricate 
double-flowered 
‘Blewbury Tart’. 

Right Crocus 
tommasinianus will 
self-seed. 
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I learned so much. It was all done by swapping. 
Hardly any of those rare snowdrops was sold.” 

Suprisingly perhaps, the garden at North Green 
is not a totally snowdrop garden. Within the plot of 
around one acre, there are woodland areas where 
snowdrops grow naturally in drifts, but there are 
also traditional, formal areas of “other plants we 
like”, according to John. Every tree on the site was 
planted by John and Diana and now includes 
a magnificent golden catalpa, a mulberry, chestnuts 
and acers. Yet the Motleys’ interest in early flowerets 
and particularly bulbs is clearly evident with Crocus 
tommasinianus self-seeding in every nook and 
cranny, as well as thickly planted Cyclamen coum 
and bright clumps of Narcissus ‘Cedric Morris’ and 
N.‘Bowles’s Early Sulphur’. 

Through his love of plants, John has made many 
friends, including the artist Cedric Morris who 
bred irises and gave some to John. This collection 
was later added to, with plants coming from Beth 
Chatto and from Sarah Cook, who has done much 
to save many of the ‘Cedric Morris’ irises. John is 
also passionate about most other bulbs, including 
autumn-flowering colchicums. “I sit on the RHS 


Above The perfect spot 
to admire a carpet of 
golden winter aconites. 
Right John Morley’s twin 
loves of painting and 
snowdrops combine in 
this art work. 

Below Pale-flowered 
Era nth is hyemalis 
‘Schwefelglanz’. 







NORTH GREEN SNOWDROPS 

A selection of John’s favourites, discovered and named at North Green 




‘CHATTERBOX’ 

Named by John because of the way 
the individuals in a clump all turn 
to face each other, as if having a 
conversation. The flowers are small 
but the ovary is as long as the neat 
inner segments. 


‘TRUMPS’ 

A charming early flowering snowdrop 
which was spotted in the North Green 
garden by grower Matt Bishop in 
the late 1990s. The heart-shaped 
markings appear on both the inner 
and outer segments. 


‘PRAGUE SPRING’ 

A seedling selected and grown by 
John from seed that was given to him 
by a friend from a wood in Prague. 
This variety flowers a little earlier than 
‘Dumpy Green’ but is still in the late- 
flowering category. 



‘TRUMPOLUTE’ 

With its flat outer segments, this was 
the first hybrid between G. plicatus 
‘Try m’ and G. elwesii. Discovered 
in 2001, it was a breakthrough in 
snowdrop hybridisation. 



‘BLUE PETER’ 

The bluest snowdrop available, it is 
the leave of ‘Blue Peter’, with their 
silver-blue stripe, that give this plant 
its name. The long pointed flowers are 
also eye-catchcing. 



‘GREEN COMET’ 

John found this large snowdrop close 
to a clump G. elwesii ‘Comet’ and not 
far from Jublilee Green’, hence the 
name. With its tall leaves and large 
flower, this is a sought-after specimen. 



‘LITTLE DORRIT’ 


Distinguished by its short stature and 
rounded flowers, ‘Little Dorrit’ was 
discovered at North Green in the 1990s 
and has become a firm favourite. 



‘DUMPY GREEN’ 

This beauty flowers later than most 
and has a shoter, more rounded flower 
than other varieties - hence its name. 
This is one for the collectors. 



‘AMY DONCASTER’ 

This snowdrop, with ribbed outer 
segments, was given to John by the 
plantswoman Amy Doncaster and 
bears her name. 
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Trials Committee for colchicums and we are looking 
for the best new varieties. I grow a few here, too, just 
to keep me up to date.” 

The snowdrops for sale are raised in nursery 
beds edged with railways sleepers and filled with 
a tried-and-tested John Innes compost with added 
grit. When snowdrop season arrives. North Green 
erupts into activity. Snowdrops are always sent to 
customers ‘in the green’ and need to be dug up, 
packed with moss and carefully packaged - all with 
the aid of kind volunteers. “We only have a few of 
each particular variety- and sometimes we just don’t 
have enough. People do get very disappointed but 
we do try our best.” 

For anyone starting out collecting a few unusual 
snowdrops, there is plenty of choice - the 2016 
catalogue lists more than one hundred unusual 
named varieties. However, the interest in a 
particularly rare snowdrop can be overwhelming 
and so to be fair to everyone, a few of the most rare 
are offered for sale by tender. The highest price ever 
achieved for a snowdrop was in 2012, when 
a single bulb of ‘Elizabeth Harrison’, a sport found 
in Scotland, made more than £700. “Not by me, 

I hasten to add,” says John. 

To become a true galanthophile (a term first 
coined by the gardener EA Bowles) may take many 
decades, but anyone can start to move beyond 
naturalised drifts of Galanthus nivalis^ the common 
snowdrop. Adding a few clumps of the larger and 
clearly marked Galanthus elivesii for example, or 
the very early-flowering group G. reginae-olgae 
which often appears in November, or perhaps 
G. plicatus with its distinctive folded or plicate 
leaves. Collecting named varieties can be fun and 
some of the more modestly priced include the bold 
‘S. Arnott’, upright ‘Blewbury Tart’ or green-tipped 
‘Jessica’. However, it won’t take long before 
you will be setting your heart on the beguiling 



THE INTEREST IN 
A PARTICULARLY RARE 
SNOWDROP CAN BE 
OVERWHELMING 









‘J 



















Left Starry Crocus 
tommasinianus nestle 
among Cyclamen coum. 
Above A tapestry of 
spring bulbs includes 
early daffodils and 
chionodoxa. 
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double-flowered ‘Flocon de Neige’ or ‘Godfrey 
Owen’. Expect to pay anything from a few pounds 
for a single, widely available bulb, up to £100 for 
something rather rare. 

According to John, snowdrops have only a few 
basic requirements, shade in summer being the main 
one. “Temperance is what snowdrops like,” says 
John. “They don’t like to be drowned or baked in 
the sun, just light shade and a deep, well-drained 
soil,” he says. For this reason, sadly, snowdrops do 
not do well in pots unless the pots are plunged into 
sand in a shady cold frame. 

John does not go in for much hybridsation, but his 
own North Green Snowdrops - naturally occurring 
crosses that have been discovered in the garden 
and named - now number more than 40. Among 
those John is most pleased with are ‘Prague Spring’ 
(named after his favourite city to which he travels 
to paint each year), ‘Trumps’ with its heart-shaped 
markings, and ‘Three Ships’, which is often in 
flower on Christmas Day. 

Does he think of himself as an artist or a gardener? 
John has no hesitation in saying he is an oil painter, 
first and foremost. But snowdrops have always been 
so much more than a hobby. They are a life running 
parallel to his professional one; an interest that 
grew to a fascination. And in the winter days when 
the light is low, I would hazard a guess at where he 
might be found: peering closely at the snowdrop 
beds, his easel abandoned until spring. ■ 


JOHN MORLEY’S 
GOOD ADVICE 

■ Give snowdrops 
well-drained, deep, fertile, 
friable soil. On clay soils 
you may need to add leaf 
mould and extra grit. 

■ After planting, we add a 
dusting of bone meal and 
a handful of extra-coarse 
sharp sand around each 
bulb. Doing this helps to 
keep away disease. 

■ Divide clumps of named 
snowdrops every three 
years. If the clump is not 
increasing in size, this can 
be done every two years. 
Tease the bulbs apart and 
replant singly. 

■ Mulch around the 
clumps with mushroom 
compost in December. 

This will improve the look 
of the flowers. 

■ Plant special snowdrops 
with the winter sun behind 
them so they can be 
viewed easily. If it is too 
bright, you won’t be able 
to see them clearly. 


Top left Galanthus 
‘Ray Cobb’ has yellow 
ovaries and markings. 
Top right A clump 
of ‘Richard Ayres’ 
backlit by sun. 

Left Narcissus 
‘Bowles’s Early Sulphur’. 


To download a 2016 catalogue, visit 
www.northgreensnowdrops.co.uk 
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ADVERTORIAL 


WINTER GARDENING IN THE GREENHOUSE 


W hen winter weather sets in, it is 
tennpting to forget about the 
garden until spring. But with 
a little help fronn a greenhouse, the garden 
can be used year round and prepared for 
spring planting and propagation. Given 
some careful planning, there is also no 
need to wait until summer before growing 
edible crops - the vegetable patch can be 
thriving from spring. 

Alitex designs and manufactures 
fine bespoke aluminium greenhouses 
for year round use, with a distinct 
classical Victorian look. With a 
long-standing relationship with the 
National Trust, including an exclusive 
greenhouse collection, Alitex is the 
choice of the gardening professionals. 
Alitex greenhouses are designed and 
manufactured to make the most of 
available space and with a range of 
accessories and fittings, year-round use 
and enjoyment of an Alitex greenhouse is 
possible - even in the depths of winter. 

WINTER GREENHOUSE ACCESSORIES 

Greenhouse heaters offer excellent 
thermal efficiency with a high-capacity 
circulating fan, permitting plants to be 
grown from seed, even in the new year. 
Greenhouse lights are essential to 
allow you to continue working in the 
greenhouse during the dark winter 
months when natural light is limited. 

Cold frames offer an additional cold- 
protected environment, and free up space 
for more flowers and vegetable seeds. 
They also create ideal conditions for 
hardening off seedlings and young plants. 
Professional propagators provide the 
warm, consistent, closed environment 
required to germinate seeds and root 
newly planted cuttings, and encourage 
healthy growth. 

To replace an existing structure or make 
your dream of having a greenhouse a 
reality, visit www.alitex.co.uk or call us 
today on 01730 826900 to arrange a visit. 


ALITEX’’ 

.ANO <0NSf RVArOftnCS 



Top A warm greenhouse offers retreat from 
the winter cold. Left The National Trust 
range from Alitex. Above Store crops and 
overwinter plants in a greenhouse. 


OUR TOP TIPS FOR WINTER GROWING IN YOUR GREENHOUSE 


1. Winter is a good time 
to clean your greenhouse. 
Choose a dry day to move 
frost-sensitive plants 
outside, then dig over the 
soil beds, clear away any 
rubbish, and scrub down 
benching and shelves. 
Remove any fallen leaves 
to prevent blockages. 

2 . Keep the atmosphere 
inside the greenhouse dry 
and limit watering, unless 


any plants are flowering. 
Water plants from the 
base using a saucer. 

3 . Bring in any compost 
you plan to use for sowing. 
Storing this inside the 
greenhouse for a few days 
will allow it to warm up 
and prevent young plants 
from being chilled. 

4 . Monitor the 
temperature carefully. 
Keep the greenhouse 


between 5-7°C as a 
minimum at night, and 
13-16°C maximum during 
the day, to ensure that 
overwintering plants aren’t 
damaged. 

5 . Sow seeds of salad 
leaves, tomatoes and 
chillies in February. Ensure 
seed pots are sterilised 
using a garden-safe 
disinfectant and always 
use fresh compost. 




Quality Garden Tours 

The Briqhtwater Collection 

No-one has a wider selection of well-paced, well 
planned, quality garden tours than Brightwater 
Holidays. In our new portfolio we have a wonderful 
range of escorted tours to the best gardens 
throughout the gardening world. 

Famous and grand gardens mix with small and 
private in all regions of the UK, continental Europe 
and exotic faraway lands. From private gardens in 
Orkney to hidden gardens in Cornwall and many 
more in between; formal gardens in the Loire to 
classic Italian gardens like NInfa and La Mortella; 

Babylonstoren in South Africa to the Royal 
Botanical Gardens in Sri Lanka; the Golden Pavilion 
in Kyoto to Yunnan's "Kingdom of Plants". 

We cover the world of horticulture. 

Order your copy of our new 2016 brochure today 
along with our RHS Garden Holiday Brochure. 




RHS Garden Holidays 

Sharing the best in Gardening 


Proudly operated by Brightwater Holidays. 


o<7 

brightwater Q 

holidays 


Brightwater Holidays Ltd 
Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife KY15 4HS 
www.brightwaterholidays.com 
info@brightwaterholidays.com 
+44 (0) 1334 657155 





Quality Expertise - Protection 
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Tim Andrevys is much an artist as a gardener, and his 
homein the West Country offers a singular location for 
an annual outdoor art exhibition 


WORDS TAMSIN WESTHORPE PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS 
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A sk ceramicist tim Andrews ie gardening is art 

and he is quick to answer: “Of course”. His garden, the 
secret haven to be found at the back of his 16th century 
cob cottage and studio near Exmouth, Devon, is where 
he can take a break from his craft, but it also makes the 
perfect venue for his annual outdoor art exhibition. 

Tim has lived at Cobb End in the village of Woodbury for 25 years 
and the garden has evolved from a place where his children kicked 
footballs to the restful retreat that it is now. “To make sure I went some 
way to completing the garden, I organised my first exhibition three 
years from the day I started to dig. The idea was to ensure that I didn’t 
rest on my laurels,” says Tim. Even with this deadline he confesses that 
he was still building a cobbled wall two weeks before opening day. 

Tim, who featured as an expert in the BBC television programme 
Great Pottery Throwdown, is renowned both locally and 
internationally for his striking raku ceramics - a type of Japanese 
pottery - and his garden exhibitions have become a popular event. 


greenery. 

Bottom Silvery 
festuca surrounds 
one of Tim’s 
ceramics. 


1 CAN HEAR THE OWLS HOOTING AND ON WARM SUMMER NIGHTS 
WATCH THE DRAGONELY LARVAE CLIMB THE REEDS IN THE PONDS’’ 


Eeaturing many outstanding artists, the exhibitions normally run for 
three weeks. “Each year the art in the garden is completely different,” 
says Tim. With about 100 square feet of space in his garden, there is 
plenty of room to show a variety of artworks, which are set against the 
many foliage plants, such as rodgersia and ligularia. The long, curving 
mature beech hedge provides a backdrop for larger works, such as stone 
heads and tall pots, and many features are placed on the gravel areas in 
the garden, which offers a neutral background. 

“Eocals are often surprised to come across the garden, as it is 
completely private - a hidden gem,” says Tim. The garden faces south. 
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Water flows in 
a soothing trickle' 
- from the upper 
level of a pond 
AlA V constructed of-^ 
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Above Suzie Marsh 
hippo sculptures 
add a fun elennent 
to this idiosyncratic 
garden. 

Right A neat, raised 
bed for growing 
vegetables. 

Bottom right Duck 
heads by Suzie 
Marsh survey the 
garden border. 
Bottom A stone 
sculpture by Peter 
Hayes stands 
out against a 
beech hedge. 






which allows Tim to enjoy sun in both the morning 
and evening. However, it is after dark that Tim 
finds the garden most magical. “I often fire my work 
at night and open the doors of the studio onto the 
garden,” says Tim, “I hear the owls hooting and 
screeching, and, on warm summer nights, watch the 
dragonfly larvae climbing the reeds in the ponds and 
magically emerge from their skins as fully formed 
adults, ready to fly in the morning.” 

The three ponds in the garden are also home to 
newts and frogs and the Bottom Pond has a beach 
that Tim made himself. “When working the clay 
soil here, I often dig up river-washed cobbles. I’ve 
used these to create a cobble beach,” he explains. 
Both of Tim’s passions - gardening and pottery - 
involve working with mud and minerals and often 
complement the other, with the colours and textures 
of the garden often inspiring his work. “There 
is only so much control you can have over both 
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TIM’S GOOD 
IDEAS 


■ Foliage plants are 

key to the success of my 
garden. Five of my most 
useful are Darmera pe/tata, 
Rodgersia podophylla, 
Libertia ixioides 
‘Goldfinger’, Lonicera 
subaequalis ‘Ogisu’ and 
Ligularia dentata ‘Britt- 
Marie Crawford’. 

■ When creating a new 
garden, it helps to put a 
date in the diary for when 
you wish to have your 
grand opening. It will 
give you a deadline to 
work towards. 

■ Do not be afraid to 
break design rules in the 
garden. You can see my 
whole garden at once, 
but it works. 




VILLAGE GARDENS 

Tim Andrews Gallery and Garden opens for the 
National Garden Scheme on 18 and 19 June 2016, 
from l-5pm. Also visit nearby Haydons in Bonfire 
Lane - a charming cottage garden - and Greenside 
in Greenway which provides a lovely setting for tea 



GARDEN 

CHALLENGE 

Slugs and snails 
are Tim’s biggest 
garden enemies. 
With so many 
foliage plants, he 
has a constant 
battle on his hands. 
He is convinced 
that there are wings 
under their shells. 


COSYPUBS 

Woodbury has two 
village pubs: The 
Maltsters Arms and 
The White Heart. Just 
down the road, in 
Woodbury Salterton, 
is a third. The 
Diggers Rest. www. 
themaltstersarms. 
com, WWW. 
diggersrest.co.uk 


ALSO IN THE AREA 

Specialists Urban & Rural Plants, Exeter, opens to the public on select 
weekends. Tel: +44 (0)1392 253266 www.urbanandruralplants.co.uk 
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Above Vessels by 
Doreen Gardner of 
Orchard Pottery rest 
on wooden plinths. 
Right Hanging 
mushroom by 
Clare Sykes. 

Bottom left Suzie 
Marsh’s bronze resin 
hare has a rest in 
the shelter bright 
achillea, frothy 
euphorbia and 
a dark-leaved acer. 


clay and the garden,” Tim says, but looking at the 
striking garden he has created, everything appears to 
be very much under control. 

Tim recently exhibited his work in Japan and 
although his garden is not overtly Japanese in 
style, it possesses something of the quiet spirit 
found in gardens such as the Kenrokuen gardens in 
Kanazawa. It provides a peaceful exhibition space 
with wide gravel paths, suitable for people to view 
the borders and the art with ease and a lawn neatly 
edged with a brick mowing strip. The lawn, hedges, 
fences and walls provide a variety of backdrops for 
Tim to play with when placing art. In previous years, 
hippos emerged from the cobble beach; dragon flies 
appeared from between a rodgersia and an acer, 
while two large ducks looked out from a shrubbery. 

This is a garden that has a dual role. It offers Tim 
the chance to relax and enjoy plants and wildlife and 
is an exhibition venue for exquisite art. He is amazed 
by how long people stay when they visit, but with art 
to suit every taste, and a soothing, well-planted 
setting, who can blame them? ■ 

Tim Andrews Gallery and Garden is open for the 
NGS on 18 and 19 June, l-Spm. For details of his 
exhibitions visit www.timandrewsceramics.co.uk 



THE FIRST RAY OF SUNLIGHT 
LONG LUNCHES 

A MOMENT’S PEACE AND QUIET 
DRINKS WITH FRIENDS 
AN IMPROMPTU PARTY 
A NIGHT OF PUTTING THE WORLD TO RIGHTS 



LIFE IS FULL OF GOOD TIMES, 
BUT THERE IS ONLY ONE 
BIOCLIMATIC PATIO COVER 
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Designer seerets 

Six Chelsea Flower Show Gold Medal winners share thoughts 
on quick and effective ways to improve the garden 
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JO THOMPSON 


FOUR CLASSY 
CLIMBERS 


Clockwise from top right 

Clematis ‘Etoille Violette’, 
Clematis ‘Frances Rivis’, 
Rosa ‘Blush Noisette’, 
Rosa banksiae ‘Lutea’. 


ROSA BANKSIAE ‘LUTEA’ 



This May-flowering rose 
creates a tremendous 
show of frothy yellow 
blossom in spring. It is 
almost thornless, making it 
easy to train to an obelisk 
or pergola. Height: 10m. 

ROSA ‘BLUSH NOISETTE’ 

A charming repeat- 
flowering rose, producing 
clusters of cup-shaped 
flowers that release a 
delicious dove-like scent 
all through summer and 
into autumn. Height: 3m. 

CLEMATIS 
‘FRANCES RIVIS’ 

Graceful, nodding purple 
flowers smother this alpine 
climber in spring. The plant 
shows off again in autumn, 
when it bears fluffy 
seedheads. Height: 2.5m. 

CLEMATIS 
‘ETOILE VIOLETTE’ 

This late-flowering 
clematis begins to bloom 
in July and makes a great 
partner for a climbing rose 
on a trellis or arch. 

Height: 3.5m. 


54 THE ENGLISH GARDEN JANUARY 2016 


Reach for the sky 

Use the vertical elements in your garden 


E ven with a very small garden, say 5m x 7m, 
you are not limited to 35 square metres of 
space if walls, fences and even a trellis are 
covered with plants. By using climbers in a 
clever way, you can make better use of this 
extra volume, which is often forgotten. I recommend Kosa 
‘Blush Noisette’, with beautiful pretty pink clusters; it 
flowers for five months in my garden, on an east-facing wall, 
too. Other good climbers include Clematis ‘Frances Rivis’ 
and Clematis ‘Etoile Violette’ - the latter performs well in 
all situations. Combine them with roses. Rosa banksiae 
‘Lutea’ grows well in a sheltered spot. It is one of earliest 
roses to flower, and you can enjoy clematis flowering on 
it later in the season. Also, consider a dramatic stand-out 
tree - a multi-stemmed tree offers a sculptural look, even in 
winter, www.jothompson-garden-design.co.uk 


v 
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Make more rooms 


Maximise space by dividing a garden into sections 


C reating rooms in a garden will make an outdoor space feel 

much larger than it really is. Divide the garden by using hard 
landscaping such as concrete walls, stone walls, trellis or 
though soft landscaping, with tall planting, clipped hedges 
and pleached trees. It does not have to be a big project - even 
adding tall planting to screen off part of the garden will transform the look 
of your space and lead the eye in different directions. Concealing parts of the 
garden from immediate view prevents, naturally, people seeing everything at 
once. This creates much-needed interest, www.richlandscapes.net 


Clockwise from top left 

Evergreen ivy softens 
an entrance; narrow 
gaps in hedges can 


DAVID & HARRY RICH 


be used to frame a 
focal point; pleached 
trees add height and 
structure; gated walls 
offer an intriguing 
glimpse into the next 
garden room. 
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BUNNY GUINNESS 


Make connections 

Improve the parts of the garden that are seen 
on arrival and from the house 



he connection between the house and garden is vital - it is 
important to have good views of the garden and streamline 
access to it. If you do not have much time but want to make 
more of an impact, focus first on improving the design and 
planting of all the bits of the garden you can see from the 
house. If possible, kitchen and back doors should lead straight out to the 
garden because having an easy route outside will encourage you to use the 
garden all the time. Low windows that allow great views to flood in even 



Clockwise from top left 

Back doors should lead 
straight into the garden; 
lush planting in front 
of low windows makes 
for pleasing inside views; 
position colourful plants 
close to the back door; 
a smooth transition 
between house and 
back garden. 
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IMPACT 

ACER CAPILLIPES 



Time for a tree 

Plant a tree to give the garden an 
instant and dramatic lift 

N O matter how small the garden, there is always 
room for a tree or two - without them a garden 
always feels as if it is missing something. Once 
planted, trees are extremely low maintenance 
and instantly add all-important height. Some 
will cast a lovely dappled shade beneath. Trees are also useful 
for creating privacy, if strategically placed, perhaps blocking a 
neighbour’s overlooking window or an ugly view. A tree such as 
an amelanchier, crab apple or sorbus will flower, fruit and then 
add impact through its autumn colour. Trees with interesting bark 
such as Prunus serrula, snakebark maple or even a simple silver 
birch adds plenty of interest right through the winter. They are 
also great for wildlife, giving cover for birds and many producing 
berries, too. Do not be afraid to prune trees to shape them and 
keep the structure open. Try lifting the crown to create space and 
light beneath, or to show off the bark. Adding a tree will give your 
garden an instant lift. If you buy bare-rooted or root-balled trees 
for planting in winter they are far cheaper than container-grown 


Clockwise from top 
left Silver birch trees 
add height and a 
claming dappled shade; 
Prunus serrula] Malus 
‘Professor Sprenger’; 
Malus ‘Makamik’; Acer 
capillipes ‘Candy Stripe’. 


The ghostly, textured 
framework of the 
snakebark maple adds 
interest to the garden 
through the winter and it 
has attractive pink fruits 
in summer, too. 


PRUNUS SERRULA 

The spectacular show of 
blossom produced by this 
cherry is overshadowed 
by the impact made by its 
splendid, smooth, shiny, 
maroon bark. 


BETULA UTILISVAR. 
JACQUEMONTII 

A superb tree for lighting 
up dull winter landscapes 
especially if you wash 
the bark occasionally to 
prevent the build up of 
unsightly algae. 


ALITAGS 



PLANT LABELS 


www.alitags.com 

Annual labelling is a thing of the 
past with Alitags. Simply write 
on Alitags aluminium labels 
with Alitags or HB pencil. The 
pencil will react with our 
specially made aluminium tags 
and become permanent. 

Alitags labels can also be 
punched with Alitags character 
punches & jig. 

Copper, Teak, Bamboo labels 
are also available. 


Alitags, 32 Bourne Lane, 
Much Hadham, 
Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. 
Tel 01279 842685 





The Pavilion Wheelbarrow Chair 


& Garden: 


Bamboo Cloches 



Made of bamboo woven into on open 
dome and available in 5 sizes plus o 
tunnel cloche. These attractive cloches 
protect plants & seeding from damage 
by animals, footballs, light frost and 
wind-chill. Fleece & newspaper can be 
used to cover the plants inside the 
cloches during periods of heavy frost. 
The micro climate inside the cloches 
promotes growth and allows rain 
through to the plants. 



Wooden Keyrings : 90 Locations 


vvvvvv.giftsandgardens.com 



GARDEN FRIENDS 

Made of aluminium sheet that will not rust, and hand 
painted with a very resilient finish on both sides. 



stone Lanels : 50 Texts Hanging Wooden Signs : 60 Texts 


32 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 



Medium Lutynes Seat painted Jekyll Mist 


MADE IN THE UK 




Made from Oak or Iroko 
32 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham 
Herts SGIO 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685 








JINNY BLOM 


DESIGN ADVICE 


Clockwise from top 

Quality tools help keep 
gardens to a good 
standard; build up a 
collection of tools that 
suit your needs; keep 
cutting blades sharp, 
so that cuts are clean 
and precise; well- 
kept tools will make 
gardening easier. 
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Right tool, right job 


Use the right tools to create impact, with less effort 


G ood tools make garden jobs easier 

and help create effects that can have a 
big impact in a garden, whether it is a 
well-clipped topiary specimen, shaped 
shrubs or perfectly pruned roses. My 
tools are beautiful. The handsome, heart-shaped, hand- 
forged Sneeboer trowel copes with every type of soil 
with equanimity. I have an extraordinary handmade 
biodynamic hoe made of bronze, gold and lime wood. 
The lime wood handle is miraculous, as you never get 
blisters however hard you work. I looked like the Grim 
Reaper as I carried the hoe back from the French garden 
show where I bought it from its Hungarian maker. 

I also love my pointed fruit pruners. It is immensely 
satisfying knowing that all the cuts are clean and 
precise. I have a small collection of garden tools 
honed over the years to my own specific preferences. 
Gardening is a process of planning and intuition and 
if, on the ideal day for pruning your vines, you cannot 
lay your hands on a pair of perfectly sharp secateurs, 
the moment is ruined. I jettisoned heavy hedge shears 
in favour of Japanese ARS super lightweight ones and it 
has transformed my love of topiary. They seldom need 
sharpening and fly through woody stems like butter. 
www.jinnyblom.com 
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Q STONEMARKET 

Stone Standard 

QUALITY ASSURANCE 

Have complete confidence in the stone 
you specify and lay writes Rory Kendrick 








PICTURED: Avant- 
garde, is an example of 
just one of our ranges 
that exceeds the British 
Standard. 
TOP RIGHT: The 'Stone 
Standard' mark from 
Stonemarket gives users 
complete assurance 


I ndian sandstone has become increasingly popular over recent years as it can 
be an absolutely stunning product associated with a high-end luxury 
look. Customers put a great deal of perceived value and prestige 
in having a natural stone patio and have high expectations when it 
comes to looks and performance. 

Sandstones can appear the same when displayed at a merchant or in a 
brochure, but they do have different properties and can perform very 
differently when installed. 

There are three key factors that must be considered when purchasing 
stone to be installed as paving in the UK, these are; water absorbency, 
flexural strength and frost resistance. 

A stone with high water absorbency will not only turn green, (a 
common consumer complaint with sandstone patios) but may also be 
more susceptible to frost action which will degrade the stone. 

In terms of flexural strength, a stone with poor strength means that 
the product could be easily damaged in transit, during the installation 
process, or simply by everyday use. It s also important to consider 
frost resistance. A stone that loses strength when subjected to 
repeated frosts is far more likely to fail. 

There is a British Standard that covers these issues. The design and 
installation standard BS7533 part 12 covers the technical performance 
of stone, for example it provides guidance regarding the maximum 
water absorbency for product supplied to class 2 is 2.5%. 

But not all the sandstones on the market meet the British Standard. 

We undertook testing on a range of stones available on the market 
at our in-house laboratory and found only 50% met or exceeded the 
British Standard. Therefore, according to our testing, half of the stones 
readily available on the market are not technically up to scratch. This 
could cause a wide range of issues for landscapers and installers. 

To ensure you select stone which is technically up to standard, wed 
advise using a supplier that tests all its products and can supply you 
with an in-date test certificate, or declaration of performance. If a 
supplier is unable to supply these details theres no guarantee that 
their stone is technically sound. 

At Stonemarket we Ve tested all our stone to be 100% sure that every 
single one meets or exceeds the British Standard. 
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Mix & Match 

Incorporate fruit and edibles into borders 


A S gardens become smaller and the time people 
can spend in them is limited, interplanting 
becomes a great way to engage the whole 
family with the garden, at the same time 
as creating beautiful borders. We grow 
ornamental currants and we grow edible currants; we grow 
ornamental rhubarb and we grow edible rhubarb - why 
not simply grow the edible varieties? This is a pretty and 
productive way of using the garden. People may not have 
the time or space to grow lots of vegetables but most enjoy 
cooking. Being able to create even a couple of meals or 
desserts from your own space is satisfying and provides the 
family with happy memories, www.adamfrost.co.uk ■ 


Clockwise from top 
right Kale and cosmos 
create a contrasting 
colour combination; 
edible plants such as 
red cabbages have 
big impact in borders 
in summer; French 
marigolds add a splash 
of colour to a raised bed. 
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At the 

cutting edge 

Dense beech hedges, arches and 
columns offer glimpses of artistic 
delights to come in this Surrey 
garden that beckons to be explored 

PHOTOGRAPHS ABIGAIL REX 
WORDS JANINE WOOKEY 

N igel and Jan Brandon are possibly 
a garden designer’s dream clients. 
They knew what they wanted, 
were keen to be involved and were 
content to let the professionals 
create the reality. Nigel, a professor at Imperial 
College London and Director of the Sustainable Gas 
Institute, took a scientific approach. 

“We wanted a space with a contemporary feel. 

We both like precision in our lives, so symmetry was 
important. We enjoy collecting art and sculpture, 
mainly by living artists, so it was important to us 
that the garden would be suitable to accommodate 
them. We also wanted our garden to be a place we 
could enjoy in all seasons and at all times of the day.” 

The house is a detached 1930s build, with a later 
sympathetic wing addition. The rectangular garden 
had been professionally levelled and was mainly laid 
to lawn, with a terrace at the top and bottom, and a 
path along the left hand side. 

Having worked successfully with a professional 
interior designer to update the house, the pair felt 
they needed a garden expert. Jan is a keen gardener 
but the size of the garden daunted her. “I realised 
that I would probably not be bold enough to get the 
scale right. Buying one or two plants at a time was 
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not going to work for this space,” she admits. 

Their interior designer introduced the couple to 
London-based Marcus Barnett who has designed 
three Chelsea Flower Show gardens - winning gold 
medals for two of them, one being in 2015. 

There was immediate empathy: ‘“This garden 
called for a quietly contemporary style,” Marcus 
says, “and the clients were genuinely excited and 
passionate about our ideas. We started with plain, 
billiard table lawn and very little plant interest. The 
brief was to work with and retain the three existing 
levels and two terraces, but to develop a modern 
garden that offered place to display sculpture, as well 
as areas for entertaining and gardening. 

“We thought we would divide it into three 
different garden rooms using beech hedging but 
not cut the view off completely, allowing glimpses 
through ‘veils’ of hedges to inspire curiosity.” 

Nigel and Jan liked the idea. “We were happy 
with the gentle terracing the previous owner had 
made,” says Nigel, “and we wanted to keep most of 
the retaining walls because they were well made. It 
didn’t make sense to undo what had been done at 
some cost and replace at extra cost.” 

But paths and steps were widened to encourage 


garden, and are happy to trim the hedges, but will 
not hesitate to call in the experts at least once a year 
to ensure tops and arches are maintained at the 
correct height. 

This is not a low-maintenance garden Nigel 
emphasises. “It has a simple plant palette but it 
grows and needs constant attention, which we are 
happy to give, but we’re conscious that professional 
help is needed sometimes, too.” 

The plant palette Marcus chose is limited and the 
beauty of the garden lies in the repetition of plants, 
the most striking of which is the Himalayan birch, 
Betula utilis var. jacquemontii ‘Doorenbos’ which 
appears 35 times. 

It is acknowledged as the whitest of the silver 
birches and Nigel carefully maintains its ashen 
appearance with an annual spring scrub using 
washing-up liquid and a squidgy mop. 

Beech hedging and arches provide the main 
structure; they are planted in short columns to allow 
a ‘peep through’ view to each section of the garden. 
Box balls and cubes are the knee-level evergreen 
stalwarts. There are 20 box cubes and 40 box balls. 
Some have softened to more gentle mounds and, five 
years on, look like cloud topiary in places. 

The garden opened on behalf of the National 
Gardens Scheme for the first time in May 2015. The 
Brandons were delighted with its success, although 
both Jan and Nigel were kept busy in the immediate 
weeks beforehand when thousands of beech leaves, 
which had held on so obligingly over winter, decided 
it was time to drop. 

Jan was able to spread out and show off her 








a spacious feel and the plain stone paths were broken 
up by squares of 5 -10mm grit aggregate which was 
chosen to blend with the existing stone colour. 

“We like sharp lines with a touch of frothy in 
between,” says Jan, adding that they both can 
be quite pernickety about having the lawn edges 
carefully maintained and that sense of exactitude 
extends to the beech hedging. 

The couple enjoy maintaining their structured 


Above Red valerian, 
purple salvia and the 
lime froth of alchemilla 
are stalwarts in Marcus’s 
repeated plant palette. 
Below Cheerful pansies 
tumble from table-top 
planters to provide 
a burst of colour. 
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extensive collection of hostas around the house. 
These were not in Marcus’s plans but they are a joy 
to her and, in the end, a garden is all about bringing 
pleasure to its owners. This garden certainly does, so 
job done: satisfied client and designer. 

15 The Avenue, Cheam, Surrey SM2 7QA. Open for 
the NGS on the evening of Saturday 28 May and the 
afternoon of Bank Holiday Monday 30 May. 


Above The box balls 
have softened over the 
years and look much like 
cloud-pruned topiary in 
certain places. 

Right A miniature pond 
in a red-glazed ceramic. 
Below Marcus Barnett’s 
plan divided the 
rectangular plot into 
three separate rooms. 
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Design Details 

The summer house 

The house had been extended as far as planning 
permission allowed when they bought it, so there 
was no possibility of adding a conservatory, but 
that suited Nigel and Jan. They had already spotted 
what they wanted: a modern timber summerhouse 
clad in western red cedar by Ecospace Architecture, 
Naturally. Generous in proportion - 5.2m wide x 
3.8m deep x 2.8m high - it was fully insulated, with 
under-floor heating and double glazing. At £33,000 
it was a sizeable expense, but it came with a sedum 
roof and has proved its worth with year-round use. 



terrace in the first ‘entertaining’ sector of the garden. 
Water fills a 15cm-deep trough that sits in the tank 
and spills over the edges to a cavity below, to be 
pumped back up. For its moody, dark look, the water 
is treated with a natural plant-based dye (from 
John Lewis). In winter the tank is decommissioned, 
being switched off and drained in November and 
reinstated in March. 


Trees and hedging 

Two plants very deliberately dominate the garden. 
The repetition of beech and silver birch sets the 
style. Beech {Fagus sylvatica) was chosen says 
Marcus, “because its coppery leaves hang on 
in winter, and a major request on the brief was 
for year-round interest.” The birch was 
a contrast in texture and with pure white bark 
it, too, is dramatic off-season. Betula utilis 
var. jacquemontii ‘Doorenbos’ was chosen for 
having the whitest stems. 

New planting included 41 new trees, 36 
beech columns, 32 metres of beech hedging, 

20 box cubes and 40 box balls. Three arches 
along the side path arrived in two pieces but 
these have now grown into each other and have 
filled out. “We made a conscious decision to 
absorb the extra cost of buying mature plants 
so we could fully enjoy the garden from day 
one,” Nigel explains. 


Flowers and plants 


Repeated planting holds the garden together 
and defines its character. Marcus originally 
planned for about a dozen signature perennials that 
fit the bill, but is aware that this is an area where the 
client tends to take over in time and develops their 
own style. Jan is still delighted with the original 
choices, however: golden oat grass {Stipa gigantea) 
became a firm favourite, as did yellow-flowered 
Phlomis russeliana, red valerian and the dramatic 
jewel colours of bearded irises. 


Clockwise from top 
left The cedar-clad 
summerhouse; sculpture 
is set off naturally by a 
backdrop of plants; lush 
ferns and astilbe below 
white trunked silver 
birch; the immaculate 
infinity pool is edged 
with sharply clipped box. 


Art plaeement 

Tucked among the planting, placed to catch the eye, 
are a number of works of art in a range of materials, 
but often bronze or steel, and many substantial in 
size. “We have an interest in art and sculpture, and 
in particular contemporary art, so another request 
to Marcus was to provide a good setting for our 
choices,” says Nigel. “Our pieces are not necessarily 
expensive but we always buy works of living artists.” 

“I never had to create an art space in this garden,” 
recalls Marcus. “The beech, birch and box provided 
the perfect backdrop and did the job for me.” 

Infinity water tank 

Encased by clipped box edging, an infinity steel tank 
filled with water was designed by Marcus for the 
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PLANT PROFILE 

Frothy flowered perennials provide lightness amid formally clipped structural plants 


Phlomis russeliana is a robust 
perennial with an upright 
habit. Its mound of felty leaves 
remains throughout winter, 
before its distinctive flower 
stems push upwards from late 
spring, encircled with creamy 
yellow blooms. 


Salvia ‘Caradonna' has tall, 
thin purple spires that suit the 
character of the garden. Lime 
green clouds of /A/c/7e/T7/7/a 
mollis nestle at its base, to 
provide the perfect contrast 
of colour and texture. 


Red valerian (Centra nth us 
ruber) adds just the right 
amount of intense colour 
to this thoughtfully planted 
garden. Deadhead this 
vigorous self-seeder if it is 
not to take over and keep 
on top of removing seedlings. 


Stipa gigantea is a tall, yet 
elegant grass with golden 
oat-like flowers and has 
become one of Jan’s favourite 
plants. “Its spikes come into 
their own just as everything 
else is dying back. I will never 
be without it,” she says. 


Ox-eye daisies 

(Leucanthemum vulgare) are 
a recent introduction and 
bring a new planting style. 
Their pure white flowers have 
an informal look and add 
relaxed flair to Jan’s borders. 


Bearded iris ‘Ghost train^ 

with its dark violet-black, 
splendidly ruffled petals 
stands out in the iris bed. 

Jan rejoices in the rich 
jewel-like colours of these 
statement late-spring plants. 


Clipped box (Buxus 
sempervirens), one of the 
signature plants in the garden, 
is shaped into cubes or balls 
that provide solidity at ground 
level. The small neat leaves 
contrast with those of the 
irregular and larger beech. 


Bearded iris Torero’ has an 

apricot standard and dark, 
crimson falls. It is another 
jewel of the iris bed, and it 
complements a 2m bronze 
sculpture. Nourish, by Michael 
Speller, placed nearby. 
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FACT FILE 


■ Designer Marcus Barnett, 

Studio L6-28, The Old Laboratories 2, 

2 Michael Rd, London SW6 2AD. 

Tel: +44 (0)20 736 9761; 
www.marcusbarnett.com 

■ Garden built by The Outdoor Room, 
Luxford House, Barren Court, Cowfold, 
West Sussex RH13 8BP. 

Tel: +44 (0)1403 865285; 
www.theoutdoorroom.co.uk 

■ Summerhouse by Ecospace 
Architecture, Naturally. 

Unit 3 Iliffe Yard, London SE17 3QA 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7703 4004; 
www.ecospacestudios.com 
External dimensions 5.2m wide x 3.8m 
deep X 2.8m high 

■ Sculpture Untitled by Will Spankie 
and Silent Echo by Elizabeth Herkstroter 
were sourced from Rachel Bebb MA, 
FRSA, The Garden Gallery. 

Tel: +44 (0)1794 301144; 
www.gardengallery.uk.com 
Untitled by Will Spankie, West Wing, 
Clayton Holt, Underhill Lane, Clayton, 
Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 9PL. 

Tel: +44 (0)1273 844790; 

Plume by Loco Glass Ltd. 
www.locoglass.co.uk 
Nourish by Michael Spellers. 
www.spellersculptures.com 
Breaking Wave by Martin Cundell 
Guildford, Surrey. 

Tel: +44 (0)1483 560548; 
www.rogerday.eu 
Spike Jill Sutcliffe 
www.wimbledonartstudios.co.uk 
Wooden sculpture on the steps is 
by Roger Day Headley, Surrey. 

Tel +44 (0)7743 047209; 
www.rogerday.eu 

■ Bird bath by Sarah Walton. 
www.sarahwalton.co.uk 

■ Wiidfiower meadow supplied by 
Wildflower Turf. 

Tel: +44 (0)1256 771222; 
www.wildflowerturf.co.uk 


Lawn 

There is still a lawn in the 
central section of the garden 
- a large lawn, in fact - designed 
specifically by Marcus to fit 
a marquee for celebrations. With 
two sons, the odds are high on it 
being needed sometime. 

The end terraee 

The third section of the garden 
already had a wide raised terrace 
which catches the evening 
sun and is a pleasing space 
for an evening’s pre-prandial. 
The Brandons saw no reason 
to change it but a line of the 
signature birch trees Betula utilis 
var. jacquemontii ‘Doorenbos’, 
were added by Marcus. “They 
create a pleasing backdrop with 
their tops rising above the back 
hedge, delicately screening 
neighbouring gardens.” 


The woodland and 
wildflower garden 

In front of the far terrace 
a ‘woodland’ effect has been 
established with lawn and small 
trees chosen for their flowers and light canopy, 
including Cornus kousa ‘Milky Way’ and cherry 
‘Kanzan’. The Brandons added a wildflower 
meadow in 2012, bought as turf from Wildflower 
Turf and installed by the Outdoor Garden. In 
its centre sits a striking turquoise wooden form 
by Surrey artist Martin Cundall, surrounded 
by a melange of yellow rattle, ox-eye daisies 
{Leucanthemum vulgare); lesser knapweed, 
{Centaurea nigra); meadow buttercup {Ranunculus 
acris) and red campion {Silene dioica). ■ 


Above A line of slender- 
stemmed birch are the 
exact height needed to 
provide screening from 
the neighbours. 

Below The plants in Jan’s 
bearded iris bed are as 
striking as the sculpture 
that rises from it, set off 
to perfection by a neat 
backdrop of beech. 
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CICERONI 


I R A V L L 


CULTURAL TOURS, 
PRIVATE VIEWS AND 
STUDY DAYS 

Our visits are led by experts whose passion 
and authority on their subjects are equal 
to their sense of hospitality attention to 
detail and above all, their sense of fun. 


SELECTED TOURS 2016 

HORTICULTURAL HEAVEN: 
VILLAS & GARDENS OF 
THE ITALIAN LAKES 

30 APRIL -6 MAY 
WITH SYLVIA RICHARDS 

POPES & PRINCES AT REST: 
THE VILLAS & GARDENS 
OF LAZIO 

11 ' 16 MAY 

WITH TOM DUNCAN 


OPEN SKIES, OPEN DOORS: 

AN UNKNOWN NORFOLK 

5-11 JUNE 

WITH TOM DUNCAN 

FORTY SFFADES OF GREEN: 

GARDENING IN IRELAND 

8 MARCH 

WITH HELEN DILLON 
&TOM DUNCAN 
(STUDY DAY IN LONDON) 


VERDI &SFFAKESPEARE 
IN VERONA: 

OPERA, THEATRE, VILLAS 
& GARDENS 

10 - 15 JULY 

WITH JAMES HILL & JAMES HOWARD 


To request a 
brochure please 
call 01869 811167. 
email or visit 
our website 



CONTACT US 



Dublin, Helen Dillon’s Garden 


+ 44 (0) 1869 811167 I info@ciceroni.co.uk I www.ciceroni.co.uk 




Merchant 
rating score: 


DISCOUNT 

FOR ALL NEW 
CUSTOMERS ON 
‘ FIRST ORDER ^ 


SHOP ONLINE: WWW.WILDBIRDFOOD.UK.COM 

OR PHONE YOUR ORDER THROUGH ON 01778 342665 


74 Station Road, Deeping St James, PE6 8RQ info@wildbirdfood.uk.com Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm Sat: 9am-3pm 


Kenned y 

TiTTihrftwN I# 


O SHOPPING m I SFACTION 


‘Shopping Satisfaction’ 
Independent feedback system. 


Read all customer reviews 
on website. 


4 . 9/5 


vviiu Dim ruuud liu 


With over 25 years experience, our in-house blend of bird food is made 
with the finest ingredients. We pride ourselves on being the best at satisfying 
all of your wild bird and pet food needs - at wholesale prices! 


In addition to our home produced wild 
bird seed mixes and straight seeds, 
we also sell a wide range of suet and 
fat products, mealworms, bird feeders, 
nest boxes, bird feeding accessories 
and a wide variety of other pet foods. 

First time buyers will receive a 10% 
discount by simply entering "NEW10' 


under the coupon code section at the 
checkout. Earn loyalty points for each 
order placed. Points redeemable for 
cash discount on subsequent orders. 

(See terms and conditions.) 

We hope you enjoy shopping 
with us at Kennedy. 


Pe+er, Auvie av\d +We Teaivi 


ENTER COUPON CODE 
i^EWIf AT CHECKOUT 
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We know we shouldn’t mix metric and 
imperial, but what’s more important is 
that our instant hedging is grown by the 
metre and trimmed to perfection every 
time, in the field and in the container. 

For more information, call today on 01386 750585 Email lindsay@readyhedge.com or visit www.readyhedge.com 





Oy Ae 

ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 

- C H E L SEA - 



Long established as the leader in all matters horticultural 
and based at the historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


BOOK NOW FOR JANUARY 201 6 

1 0 WEEK INTENSIVE GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 
January 2016 - March 2016 

Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including 
TWO real design projects and CAD tuition. (3 days a week in 
school, 10am-3. 15pm, plus 2 days homework) 

SPECIALIST LECTURE WITH ALAN STREET 
WINTER SPRING AND SUMMER FLOWERING BULBS 

10 February 2016 10.30am - 1. 15pm 

DIPLOMA COURSES 

One Year Good Gardening Diploma - A Planting Design Course 
September 2016 - June 2017 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious 
aspects of horticultural techniques (1 day a week (Tues),10am-3.15pm, 
over three 10 week terms). 

DISTANCE LEARNING COURSES 

GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FORYOUR GARDEN 

A step by step guide to designing your own garden: drawing up 
plans, hard landscaping, site analysis, planting etc. Taught through a 
comprehensive course book, with projects submitted by post. Study 
anytime, anywhere in the world. 1-3 years to complete 



Planting design by EGS graduate Jo Thompson 


Not sure which course is for you? Come aiong 
to an Information Session to find out more. 

For full details, dates, prices visit our website 

www.englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
Email: info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7352 4347 
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Multi-taskers 

John Hoyland digs out some plants with double the pleasure 

S ome plants have one great aria, and others sing in the chorus all year long. 

When assessing plants it is easy to think of flowers as the star turn, ignoring 
the fact that for most of the year the plant isn’t flowering and may not be adding 
much to the beauty of the garden. Choosing plants that not only have great 

o 

I flowers but which also bring something extra to the party, will greatly enhance your 
g garden. As well as beautiful flowers, some plants have attractive new shoots; others 
I brilliant autumn foliage. The texture, shape or size of the leaves of a plant, or the colour 

I and patterns of stems and bark can also do much to enhance the border. Other plants 

m leave behind seedheads that create elegant silhouettes in winter. Using plants 

i that have several of these characteristics will ensure the garden looks good all year. 


X EUPHORBIA GRIFFITH 11 
‘FIREGLOW’ 

Unusual for a hardy euphorbia, 
this has exceptionally brightly 
coloured foliage. In early spring, fat 
apricot spears, like exotic asparagus, 
begin to push through the soil. By early 
summer the plant is 75cm tall with red 
stems and smoky green leaves. The brick- 
red flowers and bright orange bracts 
appear in summer and by autumn the 
whole plant is a blaze of red and orange. 
The variety ‘Dixter’ is a deeper red and 
less prone to running through the border. 
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maple, this small tree is a fantastic 
sight in winter, when you can admire its 
green and grey bark that is accented with 
silvery striping. In spring, the new leaves 
emerge bright red, mature to green, and 
then in the autumn turn vivid orange and 
yellow. It looks best when grown as a multi- 
stemmed plant rather than a standard tree. 
It will only truly thrive if grown in acid soil. 




3 iRIS FOETIDISSIMA 
VAR. CITRINA 

Sometimes demure and modest 
flowers can be as appealing as 
exuberant ones. This garden form of 
a British native has evergreen foliage and, 
in summer, deep yellow flowers that have a 
delicate purple tracery on the petals. Later, 
improbably large seedheads form, which 
burst open to reveal shining bright-orange 
berries that light up the shady places that 
the plant thrives in. There is a rare yellow- 
berried form that is even more striking. 




4 ROSA MOYESII ‘GERANIUM’ 

A vigorous rose that grows to 2m 
tall with arching stems that are 
covered in flashy red flowers which 
have a circle of contrasting golden stamens. 
In late summer and autumn, the flowers are 
replaced with large, elongated orange hips 
that remain on the plant even during harsh 
winters. The hips have a sheen that sparkles 
in the soft light of the winter sun. While 
some species roses produce meagre hips, 
this variety is always abundant. 



TOP 10 



PHLOMIS RUSSELIANA 

The velvety, heart-shaped leaves 
A of this Mediterranean native form 
a cushion, from which appear, 
from late spring to the end of summer, 
strong stems of dusky yellow flowers that 
grow in balls at intervals along the stem. 

It is an imposing sight that becomes more 
dramatic in autumn and winter when 
the intricate seedheads dry on the stems 
and create a crisp outline unlike that of 
any other plant. 




6 CLEMATIS RECTA ‘PURPUREA’ 

In early spring the strong, dusky- 
purple shoots of this herbaceous 
clematis push through the soil at a 
surprising speed. They are the perfect foil for 
white and pale pink tulips. By summer, the 
foliage has turned olive green and the whole 
plant is a froth of creamy white, sweetly 
scented flowers. The silvery, spider-like 
seedheads that follow remain on the plant 
until it is cut down at the end of winter. 




STEWARTIA MONADELPHA 

Simple white flowers, 
resembling those of a camellia, 
nestle at the base of glossy 
reen leaves in the spring. By autumn, 
le foliage turns shades of brilliant red 
nd orange before falling to reveal the 
lottled cinnamon and brass patterns 
n the tree’s bark. A beautiful small 
•ee that is worth searching out at 
3ecialist nurseries, but which will 
nly grow well on acid soils in places 
leltered from cold winds. 
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MALUS ‘GOLDEN HORNET’ 

All crab apples are a good 
choice of tree for small and 
medium-sized gardens. This 
las a good rounded shape and will 
lly get to about 6m tall. In April it 
lered in dark pink buds that open 
; blossom that is flushed with pink, 
flowering results in a heavy crop of 
olden-yellow fruits that tenaciously 
the branches long after leaf-fall. 


^ corwas ‘GRACE’ 

H M From the moment in early 

H ■ H spring when the iridescent 
red leaves appear, this 
shrub is continuously enchanting. The 
leaves are large, rounded and quickly 
develop a deep purple-red colour. In 
late summer the plant is covered for 
weeks with a froth of flowers that give 
the Cotinus genus the common name of 
‘smoke bush’. By autumn the whole plant 


9 ERYNGIUM GIGANTEUM 

This is one of those plants 
that I never tire of, however 
often I see it. The spiky bracts 
and silvery cones on candelabra stems 
always look imposing throughout the 
summer. In autumn the plant decays 
beautifully, with its strong stems 
holding the plant upright to create 
dramatic silhouettes. Don’t be deterred 
by the young foliage: rounded and 
marbled it seems improbable that it 
could eventually produce anything 
so eye-catching. 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


The new hedgehog-friendly gravelboard from Jacksons will help our prickly friends to roam from garden to garden and forage more easily, keeping off the roads. Find full details on these and 
all our products by going to our website page www.jacksons-fencing.co.uk/lifestyle 


Jacksons Fencing 

Giving hedgehogs a helpful hole 


You must have been completely 
out of circulation recently, if 
you have not heard about the 
plight of the humble hedgehog. 
These appealing little chaps, who 
are commonly considered the 
gardener’s friend because they 
feed on some of the pests in the 
garden, have suffered a severe 
decline in numbers. The current 
population is estimated to be 
around 25% down in the last 
decade, which may mean there 
are only a million or so left. 

This may be caused by a 
reduction in their natural habitat, 
the countryside. Which means 
more of them are resorting 
to living in towns, where 
unfortunately a whole raft of 
new threats exists. The most 
obvious is getting run over by 
vehicles - possibly 50,000 come 
to grief on roads. We all know 
that the hedgehog’s first defence 
mechanism is to curl up, so they 
present a prickly ball, not many 
predators will find an attractive 
proposition. Sadly this doesn’t 
work in any way to deter cars - 
they just squash them! 

The list of bad stuff that can 
happen to hedgies (as I like to 
call them) is lengthy: many drown 
in garden ponds because we 
don’t think of putting something 


in there to help any hapless 
creatures climb out. They are also 
poisoned by careless gardeners 
who still haven’t cottoned on 
to the fact that slugs eat slug 
pellets, slugs are then eaten by 
hedgehogs, then hedgehogs die 
a very nasty death from poison! 

The list continues with getting 
trapped in netting, which can 
result in horrific injuries when 
they try to escape, being burnt in 
bonfires that seem to be a nice 
place to make home, until it is set 
on fire, and apparently strimming 
accidents are fairly common too. 

So what can we do to help? 
We can avoid leaving netting 
around for them to get caught 
in. Also check carefully before 
strimming that there aren’t any 
animals that will get hurt when 
you let rip with the machine, and 
check the bonfire hasn’t become 
a hedgie hotel. If you have to use 
slug pellets, please find a wildlife- 
friendly version that isn’t going 
to harm any animals. 

If you are of a kind nature you 
could try feeding them a little cat 
food and don’t forget the water. 

Hedgehogs used to be able 
to move much more freely 
between gardens, finding a 
variety of locations to feed and 
make a home. Nowadays we 


are all a lot keener on fencing 
in our properties, and sturdy 
gravelboards at the bottom 
of fence panels probably have 
put an abrupt stop to many an 
established hedgie run. 

Here at Jacksons we’ve tried 
to find a way to help our spiky 
friends, and have created the 
hedgehog-friendly gravelboard. 
It is the same as a normal 
gravelboard, but it has a hole 
at one end, large enough to 
allow them free passage, with a 
reinforcing strip along the top 
of the board to ensure it isn’t 
weakened by the hole. 

It may seem a small and 
simple move on our part to 
try to redress the balance. We 
know there will probably only 
be a small percentage of our 
customers that will opt for 
installing one of these boards in 
their fence run, but it will give 
us, as a company, the chance to 
talk about the hedgehog decline 
to our customers and anyone 
else who will listen. The sincere 
hope is that it will help to make 
a difference. 

One last word to the dissenters, 
who will immediately shout 


Win £300 
of Jacksons 
vouchers... 

To enter the free prize draw 
and be in with a chance 
to win £300 of Jacksons 
vouchers simply log on 
to our website, address 
below and follow the easy 
instructions on how to 
enter. 

The draw closes 29.2.16. 

To enter go to: 

www.jacksons-fencing. 

co.uk/lifestyle 


out that having a hole in the 
gravelboard will encourage rats. 
My response is, if you’ve got 
rats, a gravelboard will not deter 
them. They are prolific climbers 
and they have a special squishy 
skeleton (there is a scientific 
name for this, but I refuse to look 
it up!) the flexibility of their bone 
structure allows them to squeeze 
through unfeasibly sized cracks, 
so a gravelboard won’t put them 
off, they will simply climb over 
the fence, or burrow under! 
l(yuU€^j(M:h^,on^ ccn uh 

Special thanks to all at 

www.lordwhisky.co.uk for their 
help with the hedgehog photo 
shoot. 


For info on any of Jacksons products or brochures piease caii 
0800 408 4733 to taik to your iocai Jacksons Fencing Centre. 




THE PERFECT 
CHRISTMAS GIFT 


SUBSCRIBE FOR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 


toi/yU' M 



Subscribe to The English Garden 

for yourself or a friend this 
Christmas and receive 


1YEAR (13 ISSUES) 

for just £37.50 
plus FREE 

secateurs with 




yourself or 
give to a friend 


SPEARS 

JACKSON 


These top quality secateurs have been developed in 
conjunction with horticultural experts at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, and are used and recommended 
by the team there. 


www.chelseamagazines.com/CTEGGX5N for print 
www.chelseamagazines.com/CTEGGX5D for digitai 
^ +44 (0)1858 438854 quote CTEGGX5N for print or CTEGGX5D fordigital 



* Direct Debit offer oniy speciai credit card and overseas rates aiso appiy 








35 FREE 

SNOW'DROPS 




Worth 

^ 20.98 




One of the most uplifting plants of the season, single-flowered snowdrops carpet the ground with flowers that 
light up the garden in the New Year. Their pure-white, pendulous, bell-shaped blooms are an elegant reminder 
that winter will soon be gone. They are supplied as bulbs in the green to ensure good growth in the following 
year. Thirty-five single-flowered snowdrops retail at £20.98 but are yours free, "just pay £5.65 postage. 


MORE GREAT VALUE OFFERS 



Double-flowered 

snowdrops 

Ornate snowdrops with layer 
upon layer of petals and a 
fabulous honey scent. Great for 
cutting to bring into the house. 
Height: 8cnn 
25 bulbs in the green 
(TCK17108) £14.99 
(£13.49 for subscribers) 

50 bulbs in the green 
(TCK42107) £24.99 
(£22.49 for subscribers) 



English bluebells 

A gorgeous 
accompaniment to a 
woodland walk in spring, 
the nodding violet-blue 
flowers of these hardy, 
native bulbs attract insects 
with their sweet scent. 

Height: 25cm 
25 bulbs in the green 
(TCK16024) £14.99 
(£13.49 for subscribers) 
50 bulbs in the green 
(TCK16025) £24.99 
(£22.49 for subscribers) 



Winter aconites 

These cup-shaped blooms 
form a glowing carpet of 
golden yellow flowers at 
the end of winter to fill the 
landscape with cheerful 
colour. Height: 8cm 
25 bulbs in the green 
(TCK16026) £14.99 
(£13.49 for subscribers) 
50 bulbs in the green 
(TCK16027) £24.99 
(£22.49 for subscribers) 



Single snowdrops 

Instantly increase your stock 
of these gorgeous flowers 
by adding more to your free 
snowdrops at a great price. 
Height: 8cm 
25 bulbs in the green 
(TCK16023) £14.99 
(£13.49 for subscribers) 
50 bulbs in the green 
(TCK42513) £24.99 
(£22.49 for subscribers) 


HOW TO ORDER 

To claim your free* snowdrops visit www.thompson-morgan.com/egal01. Subscribers go to www.thompson- 
morgan.com/egaslOl. To order by phone tel: 0844 573 1686 - please quote EGAlOl (subscribers quote EGASlOl). 
Phone lines open 7 days a week 9am-8pm Monday to Friday, 9am-6pm Saturday and Sunday. 

To order by post, write to: The English Garden Free Snowdrops, Dept. EGAlOl, PO Box 162, Ipswich, IP8 3BX. 

Please make cheques payable to T&M. 

Snowdrops despatched March 2016. All other orders will be acknowledged with a despatch date by letter or email. Offer closes 31st January 2016. 

Delivery to UK addresses only. If in the event of unprecedented demand this offer is oversubscribed, we reserve the right to send suitable substitute varieties. 
Please note that your contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, IPS 3BU (Terms and conditions available upon request). 

All offers are subject to availability. Offers available to UK mainland residents only. 





\ VJUzUJift' H^^tw3Utys 


AFRICA 


AUSTRALASIA 


EUROPE 


THE AMERICAS 


30 years of expert-escorted botany, birding & wildlife groups worldwide 
Tailormade wildlife & cultural holidays crafted by experts 
Wildlife cruises on exclusive Nat u retrek charters 
The best wildlife holidays available 

All at unbeatable prices ^ 


For our brochure, or more information, call our wildlife travel experts 

01962 733051 www.naturetrekxo.uk 

Naturetrek, Mingledown Barn, Wolfs Lane, Chawton, Hampshire GU34 3HJ 




















PLANT STORY 


Chinese import 

How a sumptuously scented early witchhazel was plucked from obscurity 
by a curious curator to become a treasure of the midwinter garden 


“Upon encountering the new witchhazel, the Kew 
curator called it a ‘very scarce and valuable plant’ ” 


H amamelis mollis is the 
earliest flowering and 
perhaps the finest of all 
witchhazels. Producing 
its spicy scented flowers 
in time for Christmas to accompany the 
heady aroma of mulled wine and roasted 
chestnuts, it emits a sense of warmth and 
hope amid the season of goodwill. 

It also comes with a familiar label that 
will be marked on many presents during 
the festive season: ‘made in China’. 

Also known as the Chinese witchhazel, 

H. mollis was discovered by plant hunter 
Charles Maries. 

Maries was a prolific Victorian 
planthunter, introducing over 500 new 
plants to the UK for the first time. 
Members of the English garden plant 
establishment such as the short-growing 
tree Magnolia stellata, Acer davidii and 
the multi-coloured climber Actinidia 
kolomikta are also introductions for 
which we have Maries to thank. 

He was sent to China by James Veitch 
and Son, Chelsea - then one of the largest 
nurseries in the country — with the remit 
to explore the Yangtsze valley. He found 
the plant in south-east China, in the 
district of Kiukiang (now Jiujiang), in the 
spring of 1878, when this fragrant new 
curiosity would have been in bloom. He 
collected seed and sent it back to Veitch 
headquarters for the eminent nursery to 
propagate, in the hope that they had a new 
‘hit’ on their hands. 

Despite being in such illustrious care, 
Maries’ new find nearly drifted into 
obscurity. Only one seedling from the 
original batch of collected seed made it to 
maturity. It was grown in Veitch’s Coombe 
Wood nursery under the care of their 
master propagator, George Harrow, and 
named H. japonica var. arborea. 

There it grew steadily for nearly 20 years 
amid blissful ignorance until a chance visit 
to the nursery by a gardener with inside 
knowledge. In 1898 Kew Gardens’ curator 
George Nicholson visited Coombe Wood 


and identified the plant as being different 
to H. japonica. Nicholson had seen an 
herbarium specimen of Maries’ plant at 
Kew. Kew botanist Daniel Oliver named 
the specimen as H.mollis, ‘mollis’ being 
Latin for ‘soft’, referring to the felt-like 
feel of the leaves. 

Now Nicholson had finally encountered 
the species in the flesh and upon seeing the 
living plant for the first time, he called it ‘a 
very scarce and valuable plant’. He was not 


the only one of such opinion. 

Hortus Veitchii, published in 1906 by 
James Herbert Veitch crowned it ‘the rarest 
and largest flowered of all witchhazels’. 

The plant was immediately cut up and 
grafted. It was on sale to the public by 1902 
with clones of the seedling sold as H. mollis 
‘Coombe Wood’. The plant was awarded 
a First Class Certificate by the RHS in 
1918 and received further accolade with an 
Award of Garden Merit in 1922. ■ 



The large flowers of 
Hamamelis mollis 
(centre) flanked by 
H. ‘Pallida’ (left) and 
H. ‘Brevipetala’ (right) 
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\n OXFORD 

X PLANTERS 


The Finest in British Outdoor Joinery 



Designers and manufacturers of hardwood 
planters and garden furnishings. 

For more information email 

info@oxfordplanters.co.uk or call 01608 683022 

www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 

Other services include a bespoke joinery service for all 
interior & exterior design. 


All products manufactured in the Cotswolds using sustainable timber 



For year round extra space for 
home or business, a Plankbridge 
shepherd’s hut could be the answer. 
Please ask for our latest brochure. 

plankbridge.com 
enquiries@plankbridge.com 
01300 348414 



; PLANKBRIDGE J 





PLANTERS, 
DECORATIVES, 
ANTIQUE POTS, 
WATER FEATURES, 
CERAMICS, KILIMS 
& RUCS, FOOD, 
CIFTS&MORE... 


FULL COLLECTION: 
www.potsandpithoi.conn 


BROCHURE ENQUIRIES: 
01342 714793 info@potsandpithoi.com 


VISIT US: The Barns, East Street, 
Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4QQ 



Redfield’s make the highest quality lead planters, eistems, fountains. 
See online now and eontact us for your bespoke planter or water feature 

Redfields.co.uk 02392 870000 sales@redfields.co.uk 











PLANT FOCUS 


First arrivals 

Geoff Stebbings celebrates bulbs that defy the cold 
to bring the first colour to the early spring garden 



Chionodoxa forbesii, 
nicknamed ‘glory of the 
snow’ because of its 
early flowering habit. 
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he beginning and end of 
spring are the most difficult 
of times to pin down. The 
period in which ‘spring 
flowering bulbs’ come to 
bloom must be the longest of seasons, with 
cyclamen and snowdrops setting the pace 
by beginning their floral show in January, 
and camassias ending the party in late June. 

The early bloomers are more influenced 
by the weather than later bulbs, simply 
because, like us, they can get snowed in. 

But Cyclamen coum can always be relied 
upon. I used to consider this second in my 
affections to Cyclamen hederifolium but 
now feel that when the latter blooms in 
August it is a premature and unwelcome 
reminder of autumn. On the other hand 
Cyclamen coum is always welcome, 
whether the flowers are white, vibrant 
cerise or any of the shades in between. 

The leaves are as variable as the flowers 
and although always rounded and kidney 
shaped, they can be deep green, flushed 
underneath with ruby, or silvered and 
any gradation you can imagine. You can 
buy these in flower - the best way to buy 
them - but you will have difficulty picking 
out only a few because they will 
all be slightly different and all 
delectable. It is best not to give 
yourself the hardship of picking 
out just a few favourites because 
these low-growing, hardy plants 
are best planted in drifts. And 


once established they will self seed. The 
flowers usually begin in January and reach 
their crescendo in March. 

Although these cyclamen tolerate dry 
shade, they will perform better with some 
moisture, making them perfect partners 
for winter aconites (eranthis). Like the 
cyclamen, although these can be bought as 
dry tubers, they are best planted as potted 
plants ‘in the green’. And like the cyclamen, 
they will grow in alkaline soils. The most 
common is Eranthis hyemalis^ a dainty 
‘buttercup’ which creeps underground and 
sends up a stem, just 8cm tall, that ends in 
a ruff of apple-green leaves. Strong plants 
produce a single, glossy yellow buttercup 
and, when established, the ground can 
be carpeted with the blooms. Like most 
of these early bloomers, they disappear 
underground when the weather warms up. 
These will grow in shade under trees but 
will be happier if the soil is not too dry in 
summer. Winter aconites thrive at the edge 
of tree canopies in grass if their foliage is 
allowed to die naturally. 

To make a colourful spring trio, a 
suitable addition might be Corydalis 
solida, another tuber. Grey, glassy stems 
unfurl at the merest hint of 
warmth in winter and as they 
straighten you can see the buds 
already formed and ready to open. 
Typically, flowers are a smoky 
pink that perfectly matches the 
grey, feathery foliage but I prefer 




TYPES OF ERANTHIS 

In addition to the common winter 
aconite, there are some less common 
but equally desirable variants. 

‘Guinea Gold’ is a hybrid that is 
larger and more vigorous and has 
bigger flowers of gold rather than 
yellow. Young foliage is flushed with 
bronze. The plant is sterile and does 
not set seed, so is easier to contain 
in a small garden. It is best grown in 
a sunny spot. 

Eranthis cilicicus (E. hy emails Cilicica 
Group) is another that needs sun 
for most of the day and has finely 
divided leaves and golden flowers. 

It never increases enough and looks 
tremendous planted under a clipped 
‘lollipop’ bay or box in a tub, where 
you can really appreciate the early 
colour. Make sure it can enjoy perfect 
drainage but constant moisture. 

‘Orange Glow’ (above) is a rarity 
with apricot flowers. Still scarce and 
expensive, it deserves a sunny place 
on the rock garden where it can be 
protected from adventurous snails. 



Above From 
January to 
March, Cyclamen 
coum display 
graceful flowers 
among attractive 
marbled foliage. 
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the brighter shade of ‘Beth Evans’. ‘George 
Baker’ is an uncompromising coral shade 
that I find a little tricky to partner in the 
garden but, at the end of the day, any 
colour in spring is more than welcome. 

Early colour is always more than 
welcome and for this reason alone I should 
plant great pools of Iris reticulata but, 
despite the indisputable beauty of their 
early flowers, in shades of blue and purple, 
I cannot bring myself to love them for the 
simple reason that the leaves that follow 
are so straggly. I feel guilty for this because 
I always chide anyone who moans about 
daffodil leaves, arguing that it is a small 
price to pay for the gorgeous flowers. 

But these iris need planting somewhere 
really obvious to appreciate their 
delicate flowers and the leaves are 
just too ugly, for too long, after 
too brief a display of early colour. 

Spring means crocus to 
most people and although the 
large Dutch crocus save their 
performance for March, the many 


delightful varieties of Crocus chrysanthus 
usually flower a few weeks earlier. Beating 
these by another few weeks, however, is 
Crocus tommasinianus. This is such a 
prolific grower and seeder that some people 
find it weedy but it is too pretty and useful 
to possibly be considered a nuisance in the 
garden. The slim buds push through the 
soil or grass and open, in the sun, to stars in 
various shades of lavender, lilac and purple, 
all with paler centres. Though they do not 
have the stature of their Dutch cousins they 
are a welcome splash of very early colour. 
Took out for amethyst ‘Barr’s Purple’, 
purple ‘Ruby Giant’ and mauve and purple 
‘Whitwell Purple’, and mix them in drifts 
for an early treat. One great advantage of 
this species is that, although they 
look spectacular, they obviously 
don’t taste very good: I have 
noticed they are usually ignored 
by hungry mice and squirrels. 

Blue, white and yellow are the 
traditional colours of spring and 
scillas provide some of the most 


Right SciHa 
siberica is 
superb grown in 
a gravel garden. 
Below Sparkling 
blooms of Crocus 
chrysanthus 
‘Blue Pearl’. 





ONWARD 
GROWING TIPS 


Always allow the leaves of 
bulbs to die down naturally 
These early bloomers die down 
quickly so they won’t affect 
your mowing regime too much. 


if you need to move or divide 
crowded dumps, dig them up 
and replant them immediately 
as the leaves are turning yellow. 

■ 

Boost displays by feeding bulbs 
with a high potash fertiliser, 
such as rose food, when shoots 
appear through the soil. 

m 

To establish new colonies, 
collect the seeds as the pods 
turn from green to straw- 
coloured, and scatter them 
on bare soil or thin grass 
immediately or in autumn. 
Scillas and crocus may flower in 
their second or third year. 


Look for cyclamen seedlings 
crowded around the main 
plant in autumn or spring and 
carefully lift and transplant 
them to establish large drifts. 
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WHERE TO BUY SPRING FLOWERS 


charming blue flowers of the 
season. Both the starry, sky 
blue Scilla bifoUa and the cobalt 
blue, bell-shaped Scilla siberica 
‘Spring Beauty’ will seed and 
create an azure foam across 
gravel or bare soil. Each bulb 
will produce several stems for an 
extended floral display. 

Chionodoxas are similar, so similar, 
in fact, that they have recently been 
grouped together with scillas. Yet their 
starry flowers, all with white centres, are 
different enough to make them distinct 
- in the garden at least. Their naming is 
confusing and all seem to have swapped 
names at least once but, to keep things as 
simple as possible, Chionodoxa forbesii 
has deep blue flowers with a white centre. 


Chionodoxa luciliae has 
larger but paler flowers, and 
Chionodoxa sardensis has the 
darkest flowers with a minimal 
white eye. All are beautiful. 

Spring just would not be 
spring without some early 
daffodils. What flowers earliest 
always depends on the weather 
and Narcissus ‘February Gold’ can flower 
at any time between January and March. 
‘Rijnveld’s Early Sensation’ is possibly more 
reliable and is regularly one of the first to 
bloom, providing the kind of big, golden 
trumpets that we desire. ‘Rip van Winkle’ 
is also often early and its starry double 
flowers are perfect for picking for posy pots 
to jostle with your scillas, or to float among 
hellebores in a bowl. ■ 


Top left Narcissus 
‘February Gold’ can 
bloom in January. 
Above Vibrantly 
coloured Corydalis 
‘George Baker’. 
Bottom left Crocus 
‘Barr’s Purple’ and 
Scilla bi folia ‘Rosea’. 


AVON BULBS Website and 
mail-order nursery: Burnt 
House Farm, Mid Lambrook, 
South Petherton, Somerset 
TA13 5HE. 

Tel: +44 (0) 1460 242177 
www.avonbulbs.co.uk 


POTTERTONS NURSERY 

Website and mail-order 
nursery: Moortown Road, 
Nettleton, Lincolnshire 
LN7 6HX. 

Tel: +44 (0) 1472 851714 
www.pottertons.co.uk 


BROADLEIGH GARDENS 

Display gardens and nursery open 
to visitors all year. Website and 
mail-order nursery: Barr, Taunton, 
Somerset TA4 lAE. 

Tel: +44 (0) 1823 286231 
www.broadleighbulbs.co.uk 


I SHIPTON BULBS 

Website and mail-order 
nursery: Y Felin, Henllan 
Amgoed, Whitland, 
Carmarthenshire SA34 OSL. 
Tel: +44 (0) 1994 240637 
1 www.shiptonbulbs.co.uk 
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‘Louise Clements’ -» ‘Gardener’s Joy’ 

The Elegance of Roses 

Bare Root Roses Plant Centre Catalogue 

Please quote EGAR16 when requesting a catalogue or placing an order 

www.classicroses.co.uk 01953 454707 

London Road Attleborough Norfolk NR17 lAY 



Sitting Spiritually 




The only swing & bench maker Ucensed by The RHS 


Visit us online at 

sittingspiritually. co.uk 

Tel: 01297 443084 Email: martin@sittingspirituaUy.co.uk 


STAN FAIRBROTHER 


The Finest In Bespoke Garden Structures 





Telephone or visit our website for details 

01772 814274 


www.stanfairbrother.co.uk 


saving a gift to the 

orses you love.. 

laving a gift in your will is a 

•eat way of showing how much 
3U care about horses. Wherever 
lere are horses in need, a legacy 
an give each one of them a 

econd chance to lead a happy 

nd useful life. Let your love for 

lorses live on by leaving a gift m 
^our will. 


There are 
many horses in 
desperate need 
of our help both 
in the UK and 
overseas 


If you would like information about 
leaving a gift in your Will, please call us 

on 01953 497225* or email: dawnwitney@worldhorsewelfare.org 

*lines open 08:30 to 5:00pm Mon-Fri Calls may be recorded for training purposes. 


Please send me 
information about 
leaving a gift to 
horses in my Will. 



Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Name 

1st line of address 

Postcode 

www.worldhorsewelfare.org/Lasting-Gifts 


Worid H orse We if a re 

Registered charity No. 206658 
and SC038384 


Please return this coupon to: 
Freepost Plus RRXL-LHJS-YEKK 

World Horse Welfare 
Anne Colvin House 
Snetterton 
Norfolk NR16 2LR 


WE DO NOT SELL OR SHARE OUR SUPPORTERS DETAILS 

Please tick if you do not wish to receive future postal communications 








PLANT SWATCH 



Demure delights 

Few plants sparkle like hellebores in the depths of winter. These 
three are hard to beat, says breeder and expert John Massey 



HELLEBORUS 
‘ANNA’S RED’ 

This vibrant variety makes an 
excellent cut flower. Unlike most 
other hellebores, its cut stems will 
last for a week to ten days in a vase. 

It is also particularly free flowering, 
producing an abundance of blooms 
from February to April. It is named 
after plantswoman Anna Pavord and 
was bred by Devon breeder Rodney 
Davey, who wanted a red hellebore 
with marbled foliage. Anna’s Red’ 
took Davery 12 years to create. When 
young, foliage has attractive pink 
markings but these fade to cream, 
and then green, over time. Growing 
up to 30cm tall, this is a popular, 
evergreen variety that likes a partly 
shaded spot in free-draining soil. 


HELLEBORUS 
ASHWOOD 
GARDEN HYBRIDS 

This pretty hellebore is popular for its 
colour, which lasts as long as other 
pale hybrids before fading to green. 

Its pure yellow flowers with golden 
nectaries are held on a short flower 
neck and are outward facing, rather 
than drooping. Some have a deep 
flush but it is those with the least flush 
that are the most sought after. At 
25-30cm, the flowers provide bright 
cheer from late January through 
to April. This hybrid, which is a true 
yellow form of the Lenten Rose, does 
best in sun during the winter, at the 
front of an herbaceous border, where 
it will benefit from the shade of other 
plants during the summer. 


HELLEBORUS 
X STERNII 

This is a stand-out choice because 
of its long flowering time. This 
plant flowers in December and can 
continue until June, with charming 
flowers appearing in varying shades 
of pink and green during this time. 

It will gently seed around the garden 
without becoming a nuisance, usually 
taking up residence in dry spots. 

This variety, which is 35-40cm high, 
does not like a damp spot and will 
do best in a position that has a fair 
amount of light and a little protection. 
An ideal environment for these 
hellebores to grow well is beneath 
needle conifers where the trees take 
up a lot of the moisture but they 
also offer some overhead cover. 


For more inspiration, visit Ashwood Nurseries or go to www.ashwoodnurseries.com 
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INVENTED 

AND 

DESIGNED 


If you want- , 

perfect edges 

stay perfect < 

use EverEdge* 


Nick Patrick, Wiltshire 



.-J 


. JO 










TTTTTTTTTTTTTTf 

CLASSIC PROEDGE 


TITAN 


EverEdge offer a wide range of galvanised steel 
flexible edging products to make gardeners’ 
lives easier and their gardens more attractive. 

It’s the permanent way to maintain neat edges for 
lawns, paths, flower and vegetable beds. 


^■Made in 


Britain 


EverEdge Classic is the 1 metre long original, 
perfect for most simple edging requirements. 
Install it and your edges are maintenance-free. 
Just mow over for a perfect edge. 

For larger projects, choose EverEdge ProEdge. 
It’s 2.5 metres long and has deeper and wider 
spikes for extra stability. 




N£W 


Follow us on Twitter @EverEdgeUK 


Please write, telephone, or visit our website 
for more information 


GARDEN RINGS 

When a deeper and more robust edge is required 
we recommend the heavyweight EverEdge Titan 
system. It’s available as standard in 2.5 mm to 
6.0 mm thicknesses, and can be made to order in 
various depths. 

To achieve neat and clean circles around trees 
and shrubs, use an EverEdge Garden Ring, which 
is simply assembled with two coach bolts 
at each Joint. 


EverEdge, PO Box 9, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 8HA Tel: 01 A53 731 71 7 
Ordering online is available at www.everedge.co.uk 


EvebEdcb 



► 

I 


a single obelisk adds height 
<2? architectural interest 
throughout the year 

Ideal for roses and vigorous climbers, obelisks 
can support scented columns of sweet peas or 
other annual climbers that need room to grow. 

Choose from arches obelisks; supports for herbaceous 
clumps or individual peonies; Annabelle hydrangea supports; 
clematis rose cages; standard rose umbrellas; trellises; steel 
stakes; step-over apple supports ©^vegetable cages. 


MMUNTONS 

TRADITIONAL 

PLANT SUPPORTS 


www.muntons.net 
0800 130 3421 







Heavenly Helleborus hayloft 


rare | unusual | exciting 


Double Helleborus 
rare and usually 
expensive 


BUY 5 MORE 
FOR ONLY 


Gorgeous 
winter 
blooms and 
so easy to 
. grow . 


Double Ellen Picotee 



Helleborus have large, double frilly blooms which defy nature by surviving the cold and gives a dainty appearance. In medieval 
times they were said to be good for breaking bad spells and curses so were often planted next to the front door. Prefer dappled 
shade with well-drained soil. Evergreen, deer and rabbit resistant. Height and spread 35cm (14")- Fully hardy perennials. Supplied 
within 14 days as well-rooted young plants approximately 6" from root base to stem tip. 


To order visit hayloftplants.co.uk/eg or call 0844 335 1088 


Name 


Order Code 

EG0116 


SEND THE COUPON BY FREEPOST TO 
Hayloft Plants, FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG, 
Pensham, Pershore WRIO 3HB 


Address 


Postcode 


*Email 


Tel 


I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard Visa Maestro account 
Card No. 


Please send me 

ITEM CODE 

PRICE 

QTY 

TOTAL 

5 PLANTS (1 of each) 

YPHEL05-EG0116 

£10.00 



10 PLANTS (2 of each) 

YPHEL10-EG0116 

£14.00 



POST & PACKING (UK) 




£4.95 

*By advising us of your email 

7 TOTAL DUE 



Card expiry date 


address we will be able to send all 
of our special offers. Please tick 
here if you prefer not to receive 
offers other than from i — i 

our company I I 


' All orders will be personally 
confirmed by return with a 
^ copy of our 2016 catalogue. 

' Call 01386 554440 for your 
' FREE catalogue. 


HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE WORCESTERSHIRE WRIO 3HB 













A NEW LEAF 


Succulent thoughts 

Not content with regular supernnarket fare, Jane Perrone wrings out the 
water to find tastier, nnore unusual salad leaves to grow at home 


A recent article in the Washington Post, 
entitled ‘Why salad is so overrated’, 
described lettuce as ‘a vehicle to 
transport refrigerated water from 
farm to table’. Food writer Tamar 
Haspel agrees. Lettuce, she says, is low in nutrition, 
a major source of food waste, a carrier of foodborne 
illnesses... all in all, a complete waste of space in 
the salad drawer. 

All this is true - assuming you buy lettuce in 
mixed bags from the supermarket, do not wash 
it yourself and end up throwing half of it away. 

But homegrown lettuce? If you have a small patch 
to grow your own, there is very little waste, the 
likelihood of food contamination is low, and 
you can sample a whole world of beautiful, tasty 
lettuce, from the red-speckled Austrian heirloom 
‘Forellenschluss’ to the abundant, frizzy green leaves 
of the appealing Batavian varieties. That said, there 
is no escaping the fact that Haspel is right about the 
lightweight status in nutritional terms of lettuce. 
There are other green leaves that far outstrip lettuce 
when it comes to vitamins and minerals. 

Purslane {Portulaca oleracea) is the king when 
it comes to omega-3 fatty acids at least, containing 
more than any other leafy plant. It is also rich in 
vitamins A, C, and E. All this makes purslane a 
wise alternative to those who wish to push lettuce 
to the kerb, or simply expand their salad repertoire. 
This succulent, sprawling plant with red stems and 
paddle-shaped green leaves now grows both wild 
(it is often considered a weed) and cultivated in 
many places around the world, but it originated in 
Iran and India. Mahatma Gandhi was a devotee 
of luni-bhaji, as it is known in North India, but 
many cuisines around the world have long known 
its value. Mexicans tend to eat it with eggs; it is a 
key ingredient in the Arab bread salad known as 
fattoush, and the Portuguese turn it into soup, 
sopa de Verdolagas. 

One of the much-repeated comments about 
purslane is drawn from Jane Grigson’s Vegetable 
Book, a wonderful resource for recipes and 
anecdotes about all manner of plants. She states: 
‘One authority remarks that in Malawi the name 
means “buttocks of the wife of a chief” which helps 
in remembering their shape and fleshy texture.” I 
couldn’t find the source of this unnamed ‘authority’. 


SALAD DAYS 

Good advice from 
Charles Dowding, 
no-dig gardening 
and organic 
vegetable specialist 

Varieties As well 
as green sunnnner 
purslane, there is pretty 
golden purslane, but 
I find this one more 
inclined to seed. 

Soil Summer purslane 
is a salad with the rare 
attribute of preferring 
dry conditions. The 
seeds are tiny, so sow 
thinly. Also, cover with 
only a thin amount of 
soil or compost. When 
sowing outside, water 
the drill a little, then 
cover with dry soil. 

You should find a row 
within 10 days. Allow 
20cm between rows, 
then thin to 3-lOcm 
between plants. Eat the 
thinnings after 3 weeks. 
Position Struggles with 
wet but enjoys sunlight. 
Harvesting Beware the 
tiny bitter seed pods: 
they develop within 
two months of sowing, 
so sow a small amount 
every two weeks for 
continuous picking. 

Eat the shoots of each 
stalk, pinched off or 
cut, then new shoots 
further down the stem. 



so I enlisted the help of author Eleni Cotton, who 
is half-Malawian. It turns out that, yes, in Malawi 
purslane is known by the Chichewa name, matako a 
akazi awo amfumu. 

Purslane’s flavour is variously described as sour, 
slightly acrid, and mild and sweet with lemony 
undertones. But my tastebuds detect a salty edge; 
perhaps because the fleshy leaves and red stems 
resemble seaweed. 

It is the same with another fleshy leaf, buckshorn 
plantain {Plantago coronopus), which is usually 
called nutty, yet to me is salty. While purslane is 
a summer crop, buckshorn plantain is a winter salad 
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I gave up and looked for alternatives that would give me a 
seaweedy eruneh and the whiff of the sea... 


Flicking through the Chiltern Seeds catalogue 
recently, I found one more salty leaf I must try. 
Common scurvygrass {Cochlearia officinalis) was, 
as the name suggests, a coastal dweller eaten by 
sailors to ward off the scurvy owing to its high 
vitamin C content. It is not something you would 
wish to eat in great quantity, but Scottish forager 
Mark Williams suggests that its salty, mustard-hot 
leaves, if dried and used in moderation, can act as 


a seasoning. Given its unappealing 
descriptor, I think I shall use its other 
common name, spoonwort, when 
I serve it to guests. 

The Real Seed Catalogue, 
www.realseeds.co.uk 
Chiltern Seeds Tel: +44 (0)1491 
824675; www.chilternseeds.co.uk 


crop that is useful in the cooler months. 

I started growing this plant, a relation of the 
ubiquitous weed, broadleaf plantain (Plantago 
major), after failing in several attempts to 
germinate the succulent seaside plant rock samphire 
[Crithmum maritimum) - a failure possibly not 
surprising as I live in landlocked Bedfordshire. 

I gave up and looked for alternatives that would 
give me a seaweedy crunch and the whiff of the 
sea, without all the hard work of applying saline 
solutions and the like. I knew I had struck gold when 
I came across buckshorn plantain in the catalogue 
of the Real Seed Company, whose blurb noted: ‘one 
gardening advice column said if you can’t grow this, 
you should give up gardening’. 

Although largely unknown in the UK, this plant 
is known as minutina or erba Stella in Italy, and is a 
popular winter green. It is often sold as a perennial 
but I find it short-lived, so worth sowing fresh seed 
every year or two. But Real Seeds were right: this 
one really is easy. It sits low to the ground so the 
hairy leaves need careful soaking and washing 
before eating. The recipe below is my favourite way 
to use it at this time of year. 


Left Rock samphire, 
less successful than 
the author had hoped. 
Below Buckshorn 
plaintain is a tasty 
perennial that is 
easy to grow. 


RECIPE: BUCKSHORN PLANTAIN AND LENTIL SALAD 


This month’s recipe is one of my own as 
I love buckshorn plantain leaves, but few 
recipes list them as an ingredient. This 
is a winter store-cupboard creation that 
can be thrown together in five minutes to 
accompany a bowl of soup, or sealed into 
a lunch box to take to work. It just needs 
fresh buckshorn plantain (which should 
be available now if grown in polytunnels, 
greenhouses or in a cold frame), but 
purslane works just as well. If neither of 
these is available, simply substitute tender 
young kale leaves. 


INGREDIENTS: 

7 large handful of buckshorn plantain 
leaves 

I X 40 Og can green lentils 

60g sunflower or pumpkin seeds - 

or a mix of the two 

7 medium-hot red chilli, finely chopped 
The zest and juice of 7 lemon 
60 g currants 
60ml olive oil 

6 sun-dried tomatoes, roughly chopped 
A pinch of salt 


METHOD: 

Soak the buckshorn plantain in salty 
water for a few minutes. Rinse, drain 
and pat dry the leaves, then chop finely. 
Toast the seeds in a frying pan until 
they are light brown and set aside. Rinse 
and drain the lentils and add the chilli, 
lemon zest, sundried tomatoes, currants, 
garlic, buckshorn plantain and seeds. 

Pour over the oil and lemon juice and stir 
thoroughly. Test the flavour and salt if 
necessary. Leave to rest for 30 minutes to 
let the currants absorb the juices. ■ 
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o A t S? 

^ ^^ome and discover Wiltshire’s hidden treasury. ^ 


flistory, heritage, arts and crafts, great places to eato 
and drink and lots of independent shops - ^ ^ 

^ , it’s fun, festive and family-friendly. ^ 

o Welcome to Corsham at Christmas. 

^ Just 8 miles from Bath on the A4, 4 miles from J17 of^ 

M4, or 3 miles from Chippenham Station. :: 

0 

ft 


nil 


0 wWw.CGrsham.gov.uk/visit 



:mrtisan 

« PLANT SUPPORTS 

\ wvwAnJsajiplanl:&uppcrts.OD.uk 


A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports and obelisks 
designed to provide architectural structure within the garden whilst 
also complimenting and enhancing the plants features. 

Visit our website or telephone to request a brochure: 

vvww. artisanplantsupports .co.uk 
Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk Tel: 01538 753128 
Woodside Farm, Clamgoose Lane Kingsley Moor, Staffordshire ST 10 2EG 



Fireguards for stoves 



Handmade in Britain 


catalogue available 

01225 851577 

garden-requisites.co.uk 


GARDEN 

REQUISITES 







SEEDS 


Future promise 

Curl up beside the fire and use this quieter period in the 
garden to plan new flowers and vegetables to grow fronn seed 


W hen all is cold and 
wet outside, seed 
catalogues offer a 
tantalizing selection of unusual 
and exciting plant varieties to 
grow in the conning year. Now 
is the perfect time to sit down 
with a notebook and pen, and 
plan what might be grown in 
the garden. We’ve scoured the 
new batch of seed catalogues 
for 2016 to come up with a 
selection of the most exciting 
and unusual varieties to try, 
in flower borders and pretty, 
productive vegetable gardens. 

PLANT WORLD SEEDS 

An enticing catalogue with 
enthusiastic descriptions 
presented alongside a 
considerable amount of 
information about each plant. 
+44 (0)1803 872939; 
www.plant-world-seeds.com 

Worthwhile Expense 

Cosmos atrosanguineus 
£8.40 for a pack of 4 seeds 
(limit of two packs per 
customer) 

These are the most expensive 
seeds we came across, but 
gorgeous, chocolate-scented 
Cosmos atrosanguineus has 
never been offered anywhere 
in seed form before - only as 
plants. This is a rare chance to 
grow your own. 

Brand New Variety 

Echium ‘Red Rocket’ 

£2.95 for 10 seeds 
Plant World has been breeding 
echiums for a long time and 
it has taken the company 
years to be able to offer this 
cross of E. wHdpretii ar[6 their 


original ‘Pink Fountain’ for the 
first time. The plant offers a 
dense column of strawberry- 
red flowers above a rosette of 
narrow grey leaves, adored by 
bees and pollinating insects. 

MR FOTHERGILL’S 

The 200-page 2016 catalogue 
has one of the largest ranges 
of garden seeds in the country. 
Key points are picked out in 
each entry, providing quick 
and easy reference when 
flicking through. 

+44 (0)333 111 3936; 
www.mr-fothergills.co.uk 

Summer Flowers 

Cosmos ‘Hummingbird Pink’ 
£2.15 for 20 seeds 
Such is the current popularity 
of the flower, that 2016 
has been dubbed the Year 
of the Cosmos. Cosmos 
‘Hummingbird Pink’ is ideal 
for mixed borders and patio 
containers. Easy to grow, it 
is a dwarf form, offering 
delightful flowers with unusual 
fluted petals. 

FRANCHI SEEDS OF ITALY 

Italian through and through, 
this company has been run 
by the same family for seven 
generations. The suitably 
passionate descriptions in 
the catalogue are both witty 
and informative. 

+44(0)208 427 5020; 
www.seedsofitaly.com 

Good to Eat 

Pansy ‘Viola del Pensiero’ 
£2.49 for 800 seeds 
Not only beautiful to look at, 
this Swiss pansy is especially 
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lovely to eat too, with a hint of 
mint and a pleasing melt-in- 
the-mouth texture. Freeze 
the flowers into ice cubes for 
enticing summer drinks. 


This is an early flowering mix 
of two vibrant colours, candy 
and cherry, both with dark 
foliage and a distinct mint- 
green edge. 


DOBIES OF DEVON 

This company has been 
operating since 1880 and, 
consequently, many years 
of experience and acquired 
knowledge are reflected in 
helpful plant descriptions in 
this catalogue. There are some 
good growing guides and 
links to useful articles on the 
company website, too. 

+44 (0)1803 696444; 
www.dobies.co.uk 

Great Cut Flower 

Rudbeckia ‘Green Wizard’ 
£2.49 for 35 seeds 
Part of the cut-flower range 
Rob Smith - winner of the 
The Big Allotment Challenge 
in 2015 - has developed with 
Dobies, this perennial will grow 
up to 5ft. It has striking green 
foliage and sepals that are 
larger than normal. The sepals 
look like green petals when 
open and the lack of ‘real’ 
petals makes these flowers 
good for drying. 

BUTTONS 

A reliable company offering 
useful basics as well as more 
unusual plants, with plenty of 
helpful, practical information 
about each variety. 

+44 (0)333 043 0700; 
www.suttons.co.uk 

Unusual Foliage 

Geranium ‘Mint Choc FT 
£3.99 for 25 seeds 


THOMPSON & MORGAN 

This well-known, 
independently owned 
company has comprehensive 
growing advice on its website 
- and seeds for just about 
every plant imaginable. 

+44 (0)1473 806145; 
www.thompson-morgan.com 

Great for large Areas 

Woodland Shade Mix 
£5.99 for up to 2,000 seeds 
This selection of mixed seed 
is part of the Scatter Gardens 
range of wild flower mixes. 
Simply rake the ground, 
scatter and water, and wait for 
a feast of shade-loving plants. 





EXOTIC BUT EASY 

Those with a greenhouse 
may fancy having a go at 
growing something more 
unusual. Bird of paradise 
CStrelitzia reginae^ is a 
flamboyant tropica! plant 
that looks as though it 
needs careful nurturing 
but in fact is relatively 
easy to raise from seed. 

It can be sown at any 
time of year (even now) 
but will demand some 
patience as it can take 
up to six months to 
germinate. A pack of 
seven seeds, £4.99, 
is available from 
Thompson & Morgan. 




« 




A. 




Clockwise from top left Dark, velvety Cosmos 
atrosanguineus] elegant Cosmos ‘Hunnnningbird Pink’; 
unusual Rudbeckia ‘Green Wizard’ is perfect for flower 
arrangers; vibrant scarlet-pink flowers of Echium ‘Red 
Rocket’; fill a greenhouse with bright bedding geranium 
‘Mint Choc’; the wait is worth it for Strelitzia reginae. 
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SEEDS 


PICK OF THE BEST 
VEGETABLE SEEDS 
FOR 2016 


TUCKERS 

One of the most 
conversational catalogues; 
this has a real ‘written by 
gardeners for gardeners’ feel. 
+44 (0)1364 652233; 
www.edwintucker.co.uk 

Try Something Different 

Scorzonera ‘Enorma’ 

£1.80 for 100 seeds 
Known as winter asparagus. 
Simmer and saute these roots 
before serving with butter and 
lemon juice. Pleasing yields 
of long black roots with good 
flavour, and healthy resistance 
to bolting. 

SUTTONS 

Two Vegetabies in One 

Broad bean ‘Stereo’ 

£2.99 for 35 seeds 
Part of the James Wong Grow 
For Flavour range, the pods 
of these beans can be picked 
when small and tender and 
eaten whole, like mangetout. 
The beans have a sweet, nutty 
flavour and they are good in a 
goat’s cheese salad, or served 
warm, scattered with air-dried 
ham. 

FRANCHI SEEDS OF ITALY 
Good for Forcing 

Chicory ‘Rossa Italiana’ 

£2.19 for 4,000 seeds 
A brilliant variety of chicory for 
forcing, or it can be sown from 
March to October and eaten 
as a cutting chicory later in the 
year. Excellent flavour. 
www.seedsofitaly.com 

THE ORGANIC GARDENING 
CATALOGUE 

The official catalogue of 
Garden Organic with a good 
mix of heritage and new 
varieties. 

+44 (0)1932 878570; 
www.organiccatalogue.com 


Conversation Piece 

Celery ‘Peppermint Stick’ 

£1.84 for 475 seeds 
Celery, but not as we know it. 
This variety has vibrant pink- 
and-white candy-striped stalks 
that make an eye-catching 
addition to a salad plate and 
they retain their colour when 
cooked in soups and stews. 

THOMAS ETTY ESQ. 

A delightful old-fashioned 
‘heritage seedsman and bulb 
merchant’ with a catalogue 
so full of wisdom, you barely 
notice the lack of images. 

+44 (0)1460 298249; 
www.thomasetty.co.uk 

Back at iast 

James’ Long Keeping Onion 
£1.75 for 100 seeds 
This variety was popular in 
the 1800s but hasn’t been 
available for many years 
- until now. This onion is large, 
hardy and strongly flavoured, 
and as its name suggests, 
keeps very well. 

PENNARD PLANTS 

Packed with heritage and 
heirloom vegetable and flower 
seed offerings, this catalogue 
offers a wealth of advice 
on how to grow and use 
featured plants. 

+44 (0)1749 860039; 
www.pennardplants.com 

Good for Winter Salad 

A Riot of Ravishing Radicchio 
£1.75 for 350 seeds 
A blend of three regional 
types of this Italian leafy 
vegetable that will form a 
heart at ground level during 
cooler months. 

CHILTERN SEEDS 

This straightforward catalogue 
is like having a knowledgeable 
friend to guide you through 
a great variety of plants 
to grow. 

+44 (0)1491 824675 
www.chiternseeds.co.uk 



SOW NOW FOR 
AN EARLY CROP 

Even at this chilly time of 
yean the seeds of several 
vegetables can be sown 
now to get the season 
off to a good start A 
location under glass or 
on a bright windowsill 
is ideal. 

• Broad beans 

• Onions 

• Peas (some to grow on, 
some to cut early as pea 
shoots) 

• Radishes 

• Spinach 

Cut-and-come again 
salad, including mizuna, 
rocket, mustards, pak 
choi, leaf radish, land 
cress, lambs lettuce, 
and winter purslane. 


Perfect in Pots 

Broccoli Vaab’ 

£2.05 for 1,300 
Popular in Italy, but little 
known here, this vegetable is 
eaten young and resembles 
sprouting broccoli with 
hint of spinach and a 
mustardy tang. 

THOMPSON & MORGAN 

Resistant to Blight 

Tomato ‘Mountain Magic’ FI 
Hybrid 

£3.99 for five seeds 
This is a fully blight resistant, 
cordon-trained variety with 
plenty of flavour. This variety 
has been named by Thompson 
& Morgan as its Vegetable of 
the Year for 2016. ■ 


From top Pick broad bean ‘Stereo’ when pods are small and 
tender, and they can be eaten whole; candy-striped celery i 

‘Peppermint Stick’; blight-resistant tomato ‘Mountain Magic’; § 

the long, dark roots of scorzonera. i 
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Stoneballs Company supply the finest quality, 

SOLID SANDSTONE BALLS TO DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 
PROJECTS ACROSS THE UK AND THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

e: email@stoneballs.co.uk 
w: www.stoneballs.co.uk 
m: +44 (o) 7754 845398 
t: +44 (o) 1636 626704 


Secret Gardens ^ 
Furniture 



Hand Forged Rusted Arches, 
Arbours, Plant Supports 
& Gates. 

RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show 2016 




Tel: 020 8464 5327 

www.secretgardensfurnitikre. 



^om 


SzoiftpCiys 

One of the country's 1 
leading plug growers 

PERENNIALS ALPINES HERBS GRASSES | 
CONIFERS SHRUBS ' 

Dried German Statice and Wreaths available to order now 



OVER 1000 VARIETIES 
GROWN IN 3CM 
SQUARE CELLS 


Tel: 01945 410888 

Barretts Bridge Nurseries Ltd, Leverington Common, 
Leverington, Wisbech, Cambs PE13 5JR 

www.barrettsbridge.co.uk 



the 

dWIMM 


r 


company 


Swim in Life 
Sustaining Water and 
Connect with Nature 
01379 688000 

• No chemicals 

• Attractive to wildlife 

• Clear water 

• Show Swimming Pond 

• As featured on BBC 

• See our website for next open day 

www.theswimmingi; 

Carpe Diem Common Rd, Bress 

)ondcompany.co.uk 

iingham, Diss, Norfolk IP22 2BD 



INSTANT HEDGES AND LARGE TREES 

Supplied and planted all year round 





Before and after installation, taking less than a day to create a private garden 

Professional instant hedge and tree installers, 
with excellent customer satisfaction for over 30 years 

Practicality Brown create tree landscapes and green screens; from individual specimen trees 
and instant hedges for private gardens, to bespoke UK- wide projects for designers, architects 
and property developers. 

We are proud to be the sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge™, which is UK- grown to be 
mature and flat sided. We also sell other hedging products, large shrubs, topiary and semi-mature 
trees, root-balled and containerised. In fact everything to present a mature garden finish. 

Call us to discuss your requirements; whether it's for trees, topiary or hedges. We would be 
delighted to guide you around our nursery in Iver, Buckinghamshire to view our samples. 



Beautiful topiary Trees for immediate impact 

PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD 

The Instant Landscape Specialists 

Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SLO 9LA. 

Tel: 01753 652022 Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk 

Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 





IN THE GARDEN 



Time for change 


Tamsin Westhorpe plans ahead with thoughts of garlic, berries for freezing 
and, nnost innportantly, rabbit-proofing Stockton Bury Gardens in Herefordshire 


T he January garden is fresh and full of 
promise. All those gardening books 
you curled up with over Christmas will 
doubtless have provided wonderful 
inspiration for the year ahead. 

Now that our perennials are cut back, I can see the 
bones of the garden and it is far easier to visualize 
where improvements and changes can be made. 
Being an established garden, we look to make small 
tweaks every year rather than bold new statements, 
but change there is. Every garden needs a little 


change, however small it is. Your change might just 
be to lift the crown of a few trees to let in more light, 
or to alter the curve on a bed or border slightly. 

My advice for those looking to make changes to 
the garden in 2016 is to be realistic about what can 
be achieved before May, as few of us want the garden 
to be in a landscaping process at that time of year - it 
should be in a state that can be enjoyed. 

One thing is for sure: January is not the dreary 
month that so many portray it to be. There is colour, 
activity and much joy to be found in the garden. 


Above Hellebores offer 
a welcome and colourful 
sign of hope for the 
gardening year ahead 
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IN THE GARDEN 



REMEMBER TO... 

Remove rotting leaves from 
ponds. Choose a day when the 
water is not frozen and scoop out 
the debris. Leave the old leaves 
beside the pond for a few days so 
pond life can creep back home. 


GROW GARLIC 

Garlic is a real family favourite 
here. In January you can plant 
‘Solent Wight’, ‘Tuscany Wight’ 
and ‘Lautree Wight’. Fellow 
fanatics might wish to head to 
The Garlic Farm on the Isle of 
Wight for inspiration (www. 
thegarlicfarm.co.uk). Before 
planting, prepare the soil by 
adding some homemade 
compost. You will need to 
choose a sunny spot for planting. 
Cloves need to be positioned 
about 4cm below ground and 
8cm apart. Bulbs will be ready to 
harvest when the leaves start to 
die off and turn yellow. 


Right Garlic bulbs 
planted in a sunny spot 
this month will be ready 
to harvest in August. 




Grow fruits for freezing 


jorous 
ies and 
arries can 
led back now. 


Summer fruits may be the last thing on the mind this month, 
but if the weather is mild it is time to plant gooseberries, 
raspberries and blackberries. Having the space, we grow the 
thuggish loganberries and tayberries for their tasty fruits, 
which are large and ideal for jams and crumbles. It is in winter 
that we defrost the berries to make bright and tasty desserts. 

These vigorous plants can reach a height of 2m and have a 
spread of 3m, but can be contained if pruned in autumn. They 
are both hardy and self-fertile and offer wonderful summer 
fruits. Loganberries are the perfect fruit for jam because the 
fruits are quite tart when freshly picked. Wear gloves when 
picking, as they are thorny plants unless you grow the strain 
L654 - which we don’t. 

Tayberries have good disease resistance and the fruits freeze 
well. They are a cross between a blackberry and a raspberry. 

A good thornless variety is ‘Buckingham’. If you fancy a good 
old-fashioned blackberry, but do not want to be 
untangling your clothes from its grasps in summer, 
go for the thornless blackberry ‘Oregon Thornless’. 

Varieties of these fruits are available in January 
from Groves in Dorset, www.grovesnurseries.co.uk 
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ADVERTORIAL 


GARDENS IN THE SUN 

Escape to Madeira and the Azores, or the Mediterrenean, on a dreann cruise 



V oyages of Discovery has 
partnered with the Royal 
Horticultural Society to offer 
spectaular cruises to sonne of the most 
breathtaking gardens in Europe. With 
diverse ports of call, optional shore 
excusions and wonderful activities, talks 
and entertainment on board, these 
inclusive cruises have all the makings of 
a trip of a lifetime. 


j 




Clockwise from top left The botanical 
gardens at Funchal; travel in comfort 
with Voyages of Discovery and the RHS; 
Magnificent Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild; the 
Voyager is an intimate ship, with 270 cabins. 


ESCAPE TO MADEIRA & THE AZORES 

22 MAY -6 JUNE 2016 

Follow the pilgrims’ route to Santiago de 
Compostela before arriving in the Azores 
to admire the flora of these islands. 

On the way, discover the subtropical 
gardens at Sausmarez Manor - one of 
Guernsey’s horticultural gems. Expect to 
see bluebells, daffodil species, colourful 
rhododendrons and giant hostas. 

Spring inspiration also abounds in La 
Coruna, Spain, at Razo de Oca, known as 
the Galician Versailles. It is understood 
to be the site in which the first camellias 
were grown in Galicia. Nearby, at Pazo de 
Marihdn, the display of azaleas, aucuba 
specimens, camellias, ivy, roses and yew 
trees, is several centuries old. 

Then move on to the Antonio Borges 
Gardens, the largest garden on the 
Azores, and Jose Do Canto Botanical 
Gardens on Saint Michael. 


Later, in Madeira, find exotic blooms in 
every direction, with a great variety of 
plants growing in the gardens at Quinta 
do Palheiro. Flowers bloom in Madeira’s 
capital, Funchal, too, especially in the 
Monte Palace Garden. Enjoy an overnight 
stay before going on to discover the 
fascinating maritime history of Lisbon. 

ENCHANTING MEDITERRANEAN 

2-13 SEPTEMBER 2016 

Discover diverse architecture, beautiful 
scenery and an enticing blend of cultures 
as you sail from ancient Marseilles to the 
marble streets of Dubrovnik. Villa Mortola 
is set in gardens designed by Sir Thomas 
Hanbury, which showcase hundreds 
of rare trees and flowers. Continue to 
Menton, one of the most enchanting 
locations on the French Riviera. 

At St-Jean-Cap-Ferrat, explore some of 


the finest villas and gardens in the region, 
including the Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild, 
built to house the art collection of 
Baroness Beatrice Ephrussi de Rothschild. 
Highlights of this Mediterranean trip: 

■ Option to journey to the Voyager on 
Eurostar direct from London. 

■ Overnight stay in port to explore 
Nice - the Queen of the Riviera. 

■ Join the Voyager on a maiden call to 
stunning Caivi in Corsica. 

■ Fascinating Valletta in Malta, and its 
impressive Grand Harbour. 

■ UNESCO-listed Alberobello and its 
characteristic trulli houses. 

■ Extended your stay in Dubrovnik to 
enjoy its fascinating Old Town. 

Visit www.voyagesofdiscovery.com 

^1 RHS Garden Holidays 

/ Sharing the twsUn Gordefltfiq 


IN THE GARDEN 



Jobs for the month 

An impressive tree for a small garden is 
Catalpa bignonioides and we have a fine 
specimen. These trees often produce really 
long shoots that need pruning, and now is the 
time to do it. The plants respond well to being 
pollarded, producing larger leaves. 

Hellebores are joining snowdrops in creating 
a show in our spring garden. I make a point 
of removing the lower leaves of hellebores 
to allow the flowers to stand out. They are 
planted at the edge of a raised bed so the 
flowers that hang down can be viewed closely 
without having to crouch down. Hellebores 
prefer a north- or east-facing aspect. Ours are 
planted in a south-facing bed but one that is 
overshadowed by the house and surrounding 
walls. They bring welcome colour to a tricky 
part of the garden. 

This is the time of year when gardeners with 
snowdrop collections open their garden gates. 
If you have what you think is a rather special 
snowdrop, then take a flower and a leaf to one 
of the open days. You never know, one of the 
experts there may be able to name it for you. 
Bear in mind that there are many different 
types with subtle differences. 

When I see leeks ready to harvest this 
month, my mind jumps back to their 
planting in July when their neighbours 
were sweet peas and gladioli. They are now 
growing with Brussels sprouts and looking 
very tasty. Leeks can be left in the soil in 
winter and pulled when required. 




1 Remove the lower leaves of hellebores to help the 
stand out. 2 Leeks can be left in the ground over wir 
until they need to be harvested. 3 Long shoots of ca 
can be trimmed back now. 4 Snowdrops are a highli 
a shady spot this month - if you think you have an u 
one, take it to an open day for identification. 



Below Young 
trees can fail to 
establish if they 
are nibbled 
by rabbits. 


RABBIT-PROOF TREES 

The garden here is netted to prevent 
rabbits entering, but every so often one 
will sneak in. At this time of year, when 
herbaceous plants are in hiding, rabbits 
will often nibble bark. When you are 
planting new specimens of trees, shrubs 
or hedging plants, it is wise to protect the 
stems with tree guards. If the bark of a 
young tree is nibbled all the way around, it 
can cause it to die. 

If putting up rabbit-proof fences this 
month, choose wire mesh and bury it 
30cm below the soil level, with half of the 
buried mesh bent to point outwards. 
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keder 

greenhouse 

We are not a poly tunnel or glasshouse company, but 
designers and manufactures of the proven , next 
generation growing environments. 


Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph 

• Low Maintenance 

• Excellent light transmission 

• Available in a wide range of sizes 

• Excellent heat retention 

• Resistant against extreme weather conditions 

• Can be extended as your requirements grow 

• The strongest greenhouse available 

• Extend your growing season 

• Unique Bubble and bead system 

• 10 year guarantee against UV degradation 

Keder Greenhouses Limited 

Newtown, Offenham, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 8RZ 

t: +44 (0) 1386 49094 sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk 
www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk ^ @KederGreenhouse 




oo 



DECKING-OILS 


osmo7 


MEETING THE DEMANDS OF WOODEN DECKING! 



> Extremely weather and dirt resistant 

> Reduces swelling and shrinkage 

> Microporous: does not peel or blister 

> Natural wood character remains visible 

> Re-finish without sanding! 




Online Gardening 
Courses 

TAUGHT BY BEST-SELLING AUTHORS 

Learn from some of the UK’s most acclaimed 
gardeners such as John Brookes MBE, 

! Dr Noel Kingsbury or world renowned florist 
Paula Pryke, OBE. 

With simpie video tutorials and personal 
feedback from your tutor you can study garden 
design, self-sufficient vegetable gardening, 
flower arranging and more. 

BOOK NOW FOR JAN & FEB COURSES 


www.my-garden-school.com 








PROMOTION 


THE ENGLISH GARDEN INSURANCE OFFER 

More comprehensive cover 
and reduced premiums 




DISCOUNT 

FOR The 

English Garden 

READERS 


To help you protect your home and garden and save you money, The English Garden 
has negotiated preferential rates with leading insurance brokers SmithGreenfield. 
High Net Worth insurance cover can be very beneficial to readers whose homes are 
valued at over £250,000 or whose contents are worth more than £50,000 


R eaders of The English Garden may 
be able to save on their current 
insurance premiums and improve the 
extent of their cover by taking 
specialist High Net Worth insurance 
cover through a specialist broker. 

High Net Worth policies may often be cheaper, as they 
are underwritten correctly. A standard insurer may 
assume that the more an individual owns, the greater the 
risk. The reality is that the people who own valuables take 
good care of them. 

The advantages of High Net Worth policies include 
worldwide 'all risks' contents cover, agreed value 
settlements on items of high worth, and restoration 
and depreciation cover for antiques and fine art. 
Garden plants, statues and furniture can be included at 
generous limits. 

The English Garden is delighted to offer readers access 
to effective and bespoke insurance through 
SmithGreenfield, who will provide confidential quotations, 
advice and information at no charge. Our readers will also 
benefit from a 1 0% discount. 


YOUR SPECIAL BENEFITS 

• Specialist cover for garden plants, 
furniture and statuary 

• Worldwide 'all risks'cover for all 
your possessions 

• Cover includes 'new for old' 
replacement 

• Prompt claims handling 

• Full accidental damage cover 



For a free quote or more information, tel: 0844 873391 9 
or visit www.smithgreenfield.CO.uk and go to the private clients' page 

The English Home & Garden insurance offer is administered by SmithGreenfield Services pic, who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 





BOOKS 


The Reviewer 

A selection of the best garden writing to appear this month 


THE BOOK OF 
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The Book of Pears 

By Joan Morgan 
Ebury Press, £45 

Many winters ago, my father gave me 
a copy of Joan Morgan’s The Book of 
Apples^ first printed in 1993. It became one 
of my favourite books and I often hoped 
for something similar on pears, which, 
as Morgan says, are “gold to the apple’s 
silver”. And now it is here: the result of 
20 years of studying and cataloguing the 
National Collection at Brogdale in Kent. 

The Book of Fears is sheer joy. You 
can travel with Morgan to the province 
of Gilan, where the wild pear may have 
made its first steps into cultivation - or 
imagine yourself in the 17th century when 
French pears conquered British taste buds. 
Savour mouth-watering descriptions of 
500 varieties in the latter part of the book: 
‘buttery, juicy, with plenty of sugar and 
lemony acidity’, (‘Beurre Superfin’) or 
‘balanced and quite rich, distinctive musky 
flavour’ (‘Robin’). There are clear keys to 
help identify pears by their shape, colour 
and flesh and 40 wonderful watercolours 
by Elisabeth Dowle to aid identification. 

What this book offers is a body of 
knowledge that we have almost lost, 
which perhaps explains why pears have 
been replaced by apples in our national 
consciousness and in our gardens. This 
book could put that right. 

Reviewed by Jackie Bennett 



The Wonder of the North 

By Mark Newman 
Boydell & Brewer, £35 

Twenty-six years of work have gone into 
this book on the landscape garden of 
Fountains Abbey and Studley Royal - 
333 pages of dense text, detailed maps and 
illustrations, all on one garden in North 
Yorkshire. If you are unsure of having the 
stamina, it is worth saying that this, above 
all else, is a fascinating story, not only of 
a garden and the historical events that 
affected its development, but of the people 
who created it. It is also a beautifully 
produced book - thoughtfully laid out in 
manageable chapters that take you through 
the history of this World Heritage site. 

The story centres around the Aislabie 
family who transformed the garden in the 
18th century. John Aislabie, at one point 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, was involved 
in a public financial scandal, leading to 
imprisonment in the Tower of London. 
After he was released, he put all his energy 
into his garden. His son William took 
over when his father died in 1742, buying 
new land that included the 12th century 
Fountains Abbey. 

This is only part of the story however, 
in an incredibly detailed account that 
takes readers from prehistoric times to the 
modern day. Anyone interested in garden 
history will not be disappointed. 

Reviewed by Tamsin Hope Thomson 





Grow your own Wedding Flowers 

By Georgie Newbery 
Green Books, £24.99 

Even experienced gardeners would find 
growing perfect flowers for a wedding 
daunting. There is a high chance you could 
find yourself weeping over a bed of wilting 
annuals a week before the big day. I am 
confident, however, that this book will get 
you through to the wedding with buckets- 
full of blooms to show for your efforts. 

Georgie Newbery supplies cut flowers 
for around 50 weddings a year from her 
smallholding in Somerset, so she is more 
than qualified to take people through the 
tasks involved in this comprehensive guide. 

All the questions you might have are 
answered: How many stems will you need; 
How do you get them ready for a specific 
day? Not many people will have thought 
about the vital need for a cutting schedule. 
No bride wants to be cutting flowers for 
five hours the day before her wedding. 

There are step-by-step guides, including 
how to make a buttonhole and bouquet, 
timetables taking leading up to the 
wedding day and an at-a-glance planner for 
which flowers suit which season. 

Reviewed by Tamsin Hope Thomson 

• Save 30% with free UK p&p. Order 
from www.greenbooks.co.uk and enter 
the code ‘Englishgyowf30’. Offer valid 
until 31 January 2016. 
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SHORT REVIEWS 



Plants with Style 

By Kelly Norris 
Timber Press, £15 

Something of a love letter to plants, Norris’s 
collection of exhaustive plant descriptions oozes 
enthusiasm and practical experience. He could 
make the most mundane of plants sound exciting 
and here he champions scores of plants for different 
garden purposes. The depth of description is 
such that it leaves you wishing for more plant 
illustrations of the plants that he is so passionate 
about. If ever there was a book to make a gardener 
feel like they need to know more plants, this is it. 



Heirloom Plants 

By Thomas Etty & Lorraine Harrison 
Ivy Press, £18.99 

Part miscellany, part seed catalogue, part plant 
encyclopedia, this is a curious book that has 
its moments. Hundreds of old varieties of fruit 
and vegetables are described with colourful 
anecdotes, historical nuggets of trivia and botanical 
illustrations. The lack of imagery is frustrating 
though, with hundreds of quirky sounding 
crops teasingly described but not many of them 
illustrated. Particularly good is the section on 
herbs, which presents facts, tips and trivia about 
60 garden herbs. The introductory notes to each 
vegetable are also entertaining and the smattering 
of cultivation tips is useful and concise. 



The Art of Gardening 

By The Chanticleer Gardeners 
Timber Press, £25 

Take an ‘all seasons’ tour of the 
Chanticleer public gardens, Pennsylvania, 
and pick up lots of handy tips from 
the gardeners along the way. That is 
the premise of this useful book, which 
bridges practicality with style to create 
both an entertaining read for the keen, 
hands-on gardener and an attractive 
volume to browse in front of the fire. 
Numerous anecdotes from the gardeners 
at Chanticleer provide insight into how 
they have created the beautiful pockets 
of garden shown. As well as scenes of 
grandeur - the garden is a vast 35 acres 
- there are many examples of creating 
impact with plants on a small scale, too. 


IN BRIEF 


gcjlJMzi 

SCOTLAND’S GARDENS 

www.scotlandsgardens.org 
£5 (inci p&p) 

The 2016 edition of Scotland's 
Gardens details more than 350 
gardens that will open to the public 
for charity in the coming year. The 
guide’s visiting season starts with 
the Scottish Snowdrop Festival, 
which runs from 30 January to 13 
March, with many gardens opening 
for the festival. With the guide split into colour-coded regions, 
this is a great reference to have in the glove compartment if you 
are planning a holiday north of the border. 



CALENDAR 


A BLOOMING 
LOVELY YEAR 

www.carolinegardner.com 

£9.99 











Will 2016 be a good year 
for the garden? Stationery 
and gift designer Caroline 
Gardner’s 2016 Calendar 
A Blooming Lovely Year 

will lift the spirits, whatever the weather and help 
plan and organise your gardening. Each month features 
delicate wildflower illustrations, which surround an 
uplifting quote that will inspire throughout the year. This 
would make a delightful present for a friend - or oneself. 
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INTERVIEW 



Ken Thompson speaks about his 
new book The Sceptical Gardener 


How would you sum up The Sceptical Gardener? 

It’s a collection of my articles from The Daily 
Telegraph over the last few years, with a sprinkling 
of pieces that never appeared in the paper. It is 
a good book to dip into at random, although to 
make it easier to read straight through, we have 
arranged the articles into eight broad themes, 
from garden wildlife and growing food to 
interesting things about plants. 

What inspires your articies? 

Inspiration can come from almost anywhere, but 
I quite often start with a recent piece of scientific 
research. The article may focus completely on 
that, or it may lead me to do more research. Or 
I may read something in a book or magazine, or 
hear something on the radio, and that sets me 
off looking for the evidence. Sometimes I leave 
science behind entirely and instead write about, 
for example, gardeners on Desert Island Discs, or 
whether all plants really have common names. 

Which topics have you found the most 
intriguing to write about? 

Every article starts with me being intrigued 
by something. But sometimes it is when I look at 
something that seems too obvious to waste time 
on, such as what we really mean by a herbaceous 


border, or what bees can do for strawberries. It is 
always fun to look at things that everyone believes 
without really thinking about it, for example that 
wildflowers prefer poor soil. Nearly always, the 
truth turns out to be far more interesting than 
you might expect. 

How couid this book heip gardeners? 

To be honest, a fair bit of the book is there because 
I just thought it was interesting; it doesn’t set out to 
make you a better gardener. For instance, 

I hope people might enjoy reading about changing 
fashions in flower names for girls, but that is 
not going to change how you garden. On the 
other hand, I hope some of it will. For example, 
understanding that some woody plants really need 
to be grafted, but that most do not, is very likely 
to change your attitude to plant propagation, and 
save you some money. I guarantee that if you take 
my advice about growing raspberries, you will 
be glad you did. 

Have any of your articles caused controversy? 

Until recently. The Daily Telegraph had space for 
online comments directly after the article. What 
that taught me is that saying anything - good 
or bad - about cats is the literary equivalent of 
applying a match to a barrel of gunpowder. 

What is among your top pieces of 
gardening advice? 

Almost too many to mention, but the importance 
of soil is a recurrent theme. Specifically, the best 
way to make compost, the huge importance of 
mulching, and not only of knowing what sort of 
soil you have, but thinking twice before trying to 
change it. If you want one piece of advice for any 
gardener, how about: ‘look after your soil and 
everything else will take care of itself’. 

What is top of your list of ‘don't bother' 
gardening practices? 

Again, I think there is a common theme: any 
gardening advice from someone trying to sell 
you something should be approached with great 
caution. For example, planting by the moon is 
always a waste of time, nest boxes for bumblebees 
don’t work, and buying boxes with bees already 
inside is a waste of money. Forest gardening is a 
very inefficient way to grow food, most ‘unusual’ 
fruits aren’t worth growing, and for most people, 
buying vegetable plug plants is a bad idea. And 
last but not least, most of us, most of the time, 
use too much fertiliser. 


' cibt Cf 



The Sceptical 
Gardener 

By Ken Thompson 
Icon Books, £12.99 
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COCOON 

The Granary, Lower Farm 
Duns Tew, Oxfordshire 
0X25 6 JX 


01869 337770 



Waterproof, machine washable, lightweight 
raincoats beautifully made in our Oxfordshire 
workshop. All you have to do is choose from 
14 styles and 1 3 stunning colours and give us 
3 simple measurements. 

Visit our website or phone for our free catalogue 
and fabric swatches. 

www.cocoon-online.com 


COCOON 

Elegant, practical 
raincoats 
made to measure 







Next issue... 


Fill the garden with winter colour 

PLUS INSPIRING GARDEN ESCAPES TO KICK-START THE NEW YEAR 

• Tread in Vita’s footsteps and stay in the White Garden at Sissinghurst 
• A Surrey hotel with an immaculate formal parterre 
• Quintessentially English gardens to explore on your travels 
• Chris Beardshaw on design inspiration from afar 

• The best early flowering climbers 
• Exceptional hellebores 



Follow us on Twitter, @TEGnnagazine and facebook The-English-Garden-Magazine 
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ADVERTORIAL 


OUR guide’5'0 the best 

OF BRITISH NURSERIES 


YOU^RE WELCOME 'Wr 
TO CALL BY OR VISIT ONLINE 


WOOTTENS PLANTS 

Established for 25 years, Woottens is 
a traditional plant nursery specialising 
in hardy perennials, with one of the 
largest collections of irises in 
England, which is open for viewing 
every year. Woottens also specialises 
in auriculas, pelargoniums, 
hemerocallis and violas. Mail order 
and design services. Qualified and 
passionate staff offering expert 
advice. Gardens open April-October. 
Open days and events held 
throughout the year. Horticultural 
courses running weekly. Xmas 
Wreaths available from 14th Dec 

Tel: +44 (0)1502 478258 

Email: info@woottensplants.co.uk | Website: www.woottensplants.com 
Woottens of Wenhaston Ltd, Wenhaston, Suffolk, IP19 9HD 




ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

A traditional working nursery situated 
in the West Midlands. We specialise in 
Hellebores, Hardy Cyclamen, 

Hepaticas, Lewisias, Salvias, 

Hydrangeas, Dwarf Conifers, Primula 
auriculas. Snowdrops and offer many 
more choice plants. We feel Ashwood 
Nurseries is a plantsman's paradise. 

Our mail order service sends plants, 
garden essentials and gifts to UK and 
EU destinations. Special events 
throughout the year. Please visit our 
website for more details. Open Daily. 

Free colour brochure quote 
ENGJAN16 
Tel: +44(0) 1384 401996 

Email: mailorder@ashwoodnurseries.com | Website: www.ashwoodnurseries.com 
Ashwood Nurseries, Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 OAE 


WEASDALE NURSERIES 




Since 1950, Weasdale Nurseries 
have been growing hardy trees 
and shrubs on their site at 850ft 
elevation in the Howgill Fells, at 
the heart of beautiful Cumbria. 
Specialising in mail-order from the 
outset, their careful packaging 
system has become legendary and 
guarantees safe arrival of the 
delicate contents anywhere in 
Europe. Over 1,000 different plants 
are listed online and in the 
comprehensive, illustrated and 
highly-readable 128-page 
catalogue. 


Tel: +44 (0)1539 623246 

Email: sales@weasdale.com | Website: www.weasdale.com 
Weasdale Nurseries Ltd, Newbiggin on Lune, Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria CA1 7 4LX 




LONG ACRE PLANTS 

Long Acre Plants in Somerset 
specialises in unusual woodland 
plants through to tough and easy 
plants for shade, full and partial, 
dry and damp - some of the most 
challenging conditions. 

It offers a fine range of perennials, 
bulbs and grasses, including 
hellebores, epimediums, 
erythroniums, geraniums, 
violas, tiarella, cyclamen; an 
impressive list of hardy ferns and a 
wide range of shade-tolerant 
shrubs including hydrangeas, all 
available by mail order. 

Tel: +44 (0)1963 32802 

Email: info@plantsforshade.co.uk | Website: www.plantsforshade.co.uk 
Long Acre Plants, Charlton Musgrove, Wincanton, Somerset BA9 8EX 













TO HAVE 
YOUR NURSERY 
FEATURED IN OUR 
NEXT ISSUE, 

PLEASE CALL 

+44 ( 0)20 7349 3700 


WYNDFORD FARM PLANTS 


A young nursery with a unique 
range of over 650 hardy perennials 
and an extensive selection of 
violas, asters, grasses and 
crocosmias. Surrounded by a 
40-acre working farm set in the 
West Lothian hills, they propagate 
over 90% of their plants. Proud to 
supply some of Britain's top 
designers and retail outlets. 

Medalists at RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show 201 5. Mail order service from 
the website with free next day UK 
delivery on orders of 20 plants or 
more. Expert advice available. 

1 Tel: +44 (0)7871 496732 

« Email: info@wyndfordfarmplants.com | Website: www.wyndfordfarmplants.com 
^ Wyndford Farm Plants Ltd, Wyndford Farm, Ecclesmachan, West Lothian EH52 6NW 

^ ^ . b' ^ z 

^ DAISY CLOUGH NURSERIES LTD 

A family run nursery in rural 
Lancashire, Daisy Clough 
specialises in a carefully selected 
range of over 600 perennials and 
grasses. Open seven days a week 
for visitors, the nursery also grows 
a good selection of garden worthy 
shrubs, along with container 
plants, vegetable plants and fruit. 

The 201 5 plant list available to 
download from the website. 

Brand new shop opens in 
September. 


SPRING REACH NURSERY 


Spring Reach Nursery grows a 
fantastic range of clematis, trees, 

^ hedging, ferns, shrubs, fruit, 
r perennials, roses, climbers and 
. grasses. Its stock is of the highest 
quality, over 50% of production is 
^ peat-free. Also on offer are expert 
I advice and service, plus mail 
r order. Visit one of Surrey's finest 
j nurseries - a gardener's paradise! 

I Just five minutes from RHS Garden 

■ 

I Wisley - follow junction 1 0 off the 
I M25. Open Mon-Sat, 1 0am-5pm; 

I and Sun, 1 0.30am-4.30pm. 

Tel: +44 (0)1483 284769 

Email: info@springreachnursery.co.uk | Website: www.springreachnursery.co.uk 
Spring Reach Nursery, Long Reach, Ockham, Surrey GU23 6PG 




® BLUEBELL ARBORETUM & NURSERY 


Tel: +44(0)1524 793104 

Email: info@daisyclough.com | Website: www.daisyclough.com 
Daisy Clough Nurseries Ltd, Station Lane, Scorton, Preston, Lancashire PR3 IAN 


Specialists in hardy trees, shrubs 
and climbers including a huge 
selection of unusual and rare 
species and varieties. Expert 
advice is available from our 
helpful staff. The nursery is 
surrounded by a nine-acre 
woodland garden (RHS Partner 
Garden), and visitors are welcome 
all year round. 

Informative website & reliable 
mail order service if you would 
like plants delivered. 


Tel: +44 (0)1530 413700 

Email: sales@bluebellnursery.com | Website: www.bluebellnursery.com 
Annwell Lane, Smisby, Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire LE65 2TA 


- 






PROMOTIONAL FEATURE 


FOR WINTER COLOUR 

FOR AN ENJOYABLE DAY OUT THIS WINTER, VISIT THESE SPECTACULAR BRITISH GARDENS 



WELFORD PARK 

Welford, Newbury, Berkshire, RG20 SHU 

Tel: +44 (0)1488 608691 | Website: www.welfordpark.co.uk 

Is that a carpet of snow? No it is a carpet of snowdrops in the beech woods at Welford Park. Lovely paths with winter 
planting and lots of wilderness for wildlife along the banks of the River Lambourn take you to the magnificent woods 
with one of the most intense displays of Galanthus nivalis. There is also a formal garden with a good selection of 
galanthus cultivars, and yellow aconites. Tea Rooms and Snowdrop gift shop. 

OPEN: Wednesday 3 February to Sunday 6 March 2016, (closed every Monday and Tuesday). 1 1 am, last entry 4pm. 


EAST LAMBROOK MANOR GARDENS 

East Lambrook, South Petherton, Somerset TA1 3 5HH 
Tel: 01460 240328 | Email: info@eastlambrook.com | www.eastlambrook.com 


Welcome the end of winter by visiting gardening legend Margery Fish's iconic cottage garden to enjoy the spectacular 
display of snowdrops in the hybridus Garden and Ditch. There are many unusual snowdrops throughout the garden, 
with about 60 named varieties in a special raised galanthus display bed next to the plant nursery. As March 
approaches, the hellebores (mainly Helleborus x hybridus) are also delightful. Bring this ad with you to claim a free cup 

of tea or coffee. 


OPEN: 1 February-31 October,Tuesday to Saturday and bank holiday Mondays, plus Sundays in February, May, June 

and July, 1 0am-5pm. Adults £5.75, over 60s £5.25, groups £5, under-1 6s free. 




NATIONAL BOTANIC GARDEN OF WALES 

Llanarthne, Carmarthenshire SA32 8HN 

Tel: 01558 667149 | Email: info@gardenofwles.org.uk | www.gardenofwales.org.uk 

There's a mile of snowdrops to enjoy at the first botanic garden of the new millennium. Open 363 days of the year and 
covering some 568 acres, its snowdrops -'eirlys' or 'lili wen fach' in Welsh - will accompany you on peaceful lakeside 
walks and woodland forays. There's free entry for all to help celebrate Snowdrop Day on Saturday 31 January, with 
talks, walks, trails and sales. Entry is free throughout February to anyone with a copy of this magazine - normal 
admission price is £9.75. 

OPEN: Every day except Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 1 0am-4.30pm (until 6pm in summer). 


CHIPPENHAM PARK 

Chippenham, near Newmarket, Cambridgeshire CB7 5PT 
I Tel: 01638 721416 4 www.chippenhamparkgardens.co.uk 


Chippenham Park offers more than 35 acres of spectacular woodland, lakes and formal gardens. In February, much of 
the woodland walks are carpeted in a magnificent and abundant display of snowdrops and aconites, which have 
naturalised themselves in vast numbers. A mass of hellebores, fiery dogwoods and exceptional trees help make this a 
truly inspirational time to visit. Homemade soups and pork hot dogs, tea, coffee and other refreshments are available 

all day from a licensed tearoom. 

OPEN: Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays from 30 January until 1 March, 1 0am-4pm, entry £5. See website for other 
opening dates throughout the year. Private tours by appointment - please call. 




WATERPERRY GARDENS 

Waterperry, near Wheatley, Oxfordshire 0X33 1JZ 

Tel: 01844 339254 | Email: office@waterperrygardens.co.uk | www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 

Celebrate the first signs of spring with Snowdrop Weekends at Waterperry Gardens. The ornamental gardens will be 
carpeted with more than 30 different varieties of snowdrop, with free tours on the weekends of 14-15 and 21-22 
February (entrance fee applies). A place to explore, relax, and shop in beautiful surroundings all year round. 

OPEN: January-March 1 0am-5pm, April-October 1 0am-5.30pm. Party bookings welcome by arrangement. 
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Garden 

Design 

Try an eye-catching focal point 
or enrol on a course to give your 
garden the designer touch 


O ARTHUR JACK & CO GARDEN 
PLANTERS 

Stylish and completely classic, Arthur Jack & 

Co garden planters are individually made from 
galvanised steel by artisan craftsmen in the UK. 
High quality, maintenance-free & frost-proof, the 
Georgian-style planters are available in five sizes, 
finished with a special treatment to give them an 
aged patina. Matching water butt also available. 
Prices from £225. 

Tel: +44 (0)1299-827059 
arthurjack.co.uk 

© LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS 

Leander's lovely Rose Arch in rusted iron can 
be used in so many ways - use one to frame a 
gateway or garden seat, or a series to create an 
enticing walkway. Also available in this traditional 
latticework design are trellis frames and our new 
low fencing panels, ideal for protecting a newly- 
planted border! 

For these and many other beautiful and useful 
designs go to 

Tel: +44 (0)1773 550495 
leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


0 MYGARDENSCHOOL 

MyGardenSchool offers certified online gardening 
courses, all taught by best-selling authors. Courses 
include garden design; planting design with 
perennials; vegetable gardening; flower arranging 
and more. The tutors include John Brookes, MBE 
the world's most acclaimed living garden designer; 
Paula Pryke, QBE author of 1 7 floristry books; and 
Dr Noel Kingsbury, journalist and author of many 
best-selling books. With MyGardenSchool you get 
video tutorials, personal feedback from your tutor 
and you are able to chat to your fellow classmates 
in your online classroom, 
my-garden-school.com 

O BORDER SUNDIALS 

Capel Tension's Border Sundials makes high- 
quality armillary spheres and other sundials from 
brass, bronze and stainless steel. Every sundial 
is handmade, engraved with your choice of 
words and engineered to tell the time accurately 
wherever you are in the world. 

Tel: +44 (0)1873 840297 
bordersundials.co.uk 
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Shop with US 


FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US AT 

www.theenglishgarden.co.uk 



ACCESSORIES 


GREENHOUSES 



The Smart Cart 

7 or 12 cu ft, nimble, light, 
barrow lugging banished 
forever - so tough, it will 
be your friend for life 

www.smartcartsuk.com 

t 07850 204714 



MALVERN COPPICING 


A beautiful range 
of handcrafted 
gazebos, pergolas, 
arbours and rustic 
timber buildings 
from our sustainably 
managed local 
woodlands. 
vvvvw.malvemcoppicing.co.uk 

Tel: 0 1 684 574865 


www.theenglishgarden.co.uk 



ACCOMMODATION 



Clare House 

May we invite you to stay in our award winning hotel, located in the coastal resort 
of Grange over Sands, overlooking the picturesque coastline of Morecambe Bay and 
within easy reach of the Lake District. Enjoy a relaxing spring break; a garden of 
blossoming colours and magnificent views awaits you. 

Re-opening March 23rd, following winter refurbishments. 

H ■Jt i ^ Park Road, Grange-over-Sands, LAll 7HQ ^ 

Inspectors' Choice Hotel Tel. 015395 33026. www.clarehousehotel.co.uk 


ANIMAL SANCTUARY 



QS/y/Zerc/./Av 


For 

f into care goats tha 
P suffered from neglect/’ 
abuse and abandonment, 

providing a loving home for ^ ^ , 

r, ** ^ • I Sanctuary V 

^the rest of their days « * ■ J ^ 

Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent, ME17 4JU 

Visit our weosite at www.buttercups.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number 1099627 r 


^the* n 

.11' 


GARDENING COURSES 



Gardening Courses 

Home-study 

• For leisure or for a career 

■ Over 30 courses in Gardening, Garden Design, 
Arboriculture, Forestry, Floristry and more 

• Many courses prepare you for RHS or RFS/ABC quals. 

Free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9 1 9 1 or 0 1 409 220 777 
Or email: info@hccollege.co.uk www.hccollege.co.uk 




GARDEN TOOLS 


Secateurs, hedgeshears and the world's finest 
pruning saws in superb, tempered Japanese steel 



Visit silkyfox.co.uk to find your local stockist 



Silky 


Silky Fox Saws 

Foxley Estate Office, 
Mansel Lacy, 
Hereford HR4 7HQ 

Tel: 01981 590224 
Fax: 01981 590355 

enquiries@silkyfox.co.uk 




GREENHOUSES 

— I Factory 
Direct 

T t.C r — Prices 


Direct 

) ■> . T 

I ^ ^ F11£B»4T hATyWH. 

li" C-rBWHMlt. 

^ BT 119 M 

oaoo 093 3403 
for FREE l&rochure pach 
www4hegreenhoui5epeople.cO.uk 


HEDGING 


GLEBE FARM HEDGING 


Over 100 varieties of field and pot 
grown hedge plants and young 
trees. Nationwide delivery. 

for advice or a catalogue contact us on 

t: 01206 323200 
www.glebefarmhedging.co.uk 

Glebe Farm, Langham, Colchester, Essex C04 5PP 

e: hedge-plants@btconnectcom 


THEHEDGINGSPECIAU^ 

■ MISCELLANEOUS 


ClIMATISED COATINGS 

EllMINATES HOUSE PAINTINO 

Climatised Coatings are a superb range of 
external wall coatings that are tough, flexible, 
durable and weatherproof 



• High build breathing coating suitable for all types of external walls 
• All latest colourings available • Nationwide service with over 20 years' 
experience • Guaranteed not to flake, peel or chip for 10 years 
• Not affected by acid rain or salt laden atmosphere 

This resurfacing is applied by high pressure spray by our own fully trained staff. 
All our work is done by our own highly trained personnel, to an exceptionally 
high standard of detail, rarely seen these days. 

Climatised Coatings (UK) Ltd 
105 Weston Grove, Chester CH2 1QP 
Tel: 01244 378488 

info@climatisedcoatingsuk.co.uk 

www.ciimatisedcoatings.co.uk 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US AT 

www.theenglishgarden.co.uk 
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MACHINERY SUPPLIERS 

1 1 

PET SERVICES 





For the PERFEa English Gafdfeh t 1 

Remove the leaves with our 'Sweeping beauty'^ the ^598,'*^" 1 
and reveal the garden you've worked hard on all year to perfect!' “ 

Just one of our range of leaf collectors. . . • 

01473 328272 I sales@schsupplies.co!u'k I wwvvischsupplies.co.uk 


MOLE TRAPS 


Mole catching the 
EasySet way 
Mole Catchers Kit 

From the makers of the revolutionary 
EasySet Mole Trap. Everything you need 
for only £95.00 


EasySet Mole Trap 

Also sold separately: £1 7.50 each 


www.beagleproducts.com 
or call us on 01 223 927216 





NURSERIES 


NEW SEED CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 





Nunns 


Trillium 

Roscoea \Erythronium 
Harvington Hellebores® 
Specialist breeders & growers 

01 778 590455 


www.twelvenunns.co.uk 


PACDOG.COM 

Quality control for your dog 



Hernott IMnars ■ OcntaJfttnertt Syntoma tihd Bartt 
HA A 


I 


UK Freephone OBOO 028 4325 


North ' Midlands I South 

07526 654698 ' 01 386 554880 I 01 769 560040 

m. iO CAil Hi#r»bcr ^ 07766 663529 



Ejctmimoty 

with 2 yrs ww^ty 


Chofoe 


PONDS 


Aquaplancton 

Voted Home and Garden "Product of the Year" 

Pond before Pond after 





Aquaplancton has been clearing ponds of blanket weed, duckweed, algae, 
green water, sludge, slime, odour and clogged filters, for over 20 years. People 
re-order time and time again which says a lot for this safe, natural remedy. 

www.aquaplancton.co.uk 
Tel: 01298 214003 


SKINCARE 


DermaGuard 

Excellent protection for your hands against 
the damaging effects of soils, sap, water 
and all garden chemicals, 
lust one application of our lotion guarantees 
to protect for up to four hours - even when 
hands are wet. Safe for horticulture. 


250ml £6.50 • 500ml £12.00 
POST FREE 


The Skin Care Company Ltd 
St Asaph LL17 OHH 



FREE Order Hotline: 0800 917 2219 

www.dermaguard.com 


PUBLISHERS 



LOOKENG TO 
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SOIL REJUVINATORS 


I^C 1 volcanic rock dust 
Testimonials, Where to Buy, Info: 

www.remmscotland.com 


REJUVENATES TIRED SOIL! 


jennifer@reminscotlancl.com 
T; 07715 707009 # * f 


To advertise in the English Garden magazine 
Please call 020 7349 3700 


TO ADVERTISE • TEL: 020 7349 3700 • EMAIL: mfo@chelseamagazines.com 




























LAST WORD 



Back and forth 

At new year’s threshold, author and gardener 
a tinne for preserving the best of the past and 


Katherine Swift finds 
kick-starting the new 


J anuary is the janus month, 

a month for looking forward 
and back, the month of 
conservation and renewal. 

In the calendar illustrations to 
the Medieval Books of Hours, Janus 
stands at the threshold of the year, the 
god of transitions and beginnings, one 
face gazing back at the past, the other 
looking forward into the future. 

My January task is to root-prune 
and re-pot the orange trees that share 
the house with me in winter. Like me, 
the oranges have been dozing away the 
winter indoors: me writing a new book, 
they dreaming their dreams. And like me, they 
are getting a bit gnarled, their trunks as thick 
as my arm, their roots filling their pots. I sowed 
them the first January at Morville: I was making 
marmalade, and wondered whether the pips 
would grow. Twenty-eight years later, a forest of 
rustling greenery fills the house each winter — 
four in the drawing room, three in the hall, two at 
the foot of the stairs, six on the landing — each 
as tall as me. We gave up having a Christmas tree 
and decorate the orange trees instead. 

In summer they stand around the Knot Garden, 
their glossy, spicily aromatic leaves contrasting 
with the soft blues and greys of lavender and sage. 
But now they need renewing: I’m going to prise 
each tree out of its pot, tease all the old compost 
from the rootball, thin out and shorten the roots, 
and replant in new compost. Then they will be 
ready to go outside again in spring, when all 
danger of frost is over. 

I’m lucky that this part of the house is north- 
facing — dim and damp and cold (the oranges 
wouldn’t tolerate the dry atmosphere of a modern 
centrally heated house) — but the environment 
on the other side of the wall can be a challenging 
one for the plants left outside. The two ‘Morello’ 
cherries there thrive, as do two tough climbing 
roses and, until recently, a huge tangle of summer 
and winter jasmine [Jasminum officinale and 
/. nudiflorum), growing over the front door. 





I loved the 

summer 

jasmine, 

and the 

smell of its 

delieate 

white 

trumpets 

wafting up 

into the 

open 

window of 
my study 


They must have been planted by Mrs Brierley, 
my predecessor. Winter jasmine has always 
been a plant I could take or leave, with 
its awkward habit, angular stems and 
scentless sulphur-yellow flowers. But 
I loved the summer jasmine, with its 
tapering tendrils dangling down so far 
over the door that you had to duck on 
entering the house, and the smell of 
its delicate white trumpets wafting up 
into the open window of my study. 

To plant the two together was a 
stroke of genius. /. officinale is truly 
hardy only in a warm, sheltered spot 
— certainly not on a north-facing wall in 
Shropshire — and would not have survived the 
vissicitudes of our climate, but for the protective 
thicket of hardy evergreen /. nudiflorum. And 
survive it did, for nearly half a century. Then, 
after two recent bitter winters, the summer jasmine 
failed to re-appear. 

It was only then that I learned its story. When 
I first came to Morville, I had seen a young widow 
dancing a slow waltz with her small son at our local 
Harvest Supper. It was a poignant sight; many years 
later she told me she had lived in the house next door 
and that Mrs Brierley had been a sort of mother to 
her — helping with the children. Every year, on the 
anniversary of the younger woman’s wedding, Mrs 
Brierley picked a bunch of summer jasmine for her, 
knowing she had carried it in her bride’s bouquet. 

But now the jasmine was dead. I didn’t have the 
heart to tell her. Then, this summer, among the stiff 
leaves of the winter jasmine, I spied a single tendril. 
The summer jasmine, springing again from the root. 

And now, as I sit at my desk wrapped in layers of 
clothes to keep out the cold, I look forward to spring 
and smelling the summer jasmine, and I look with 
new affection at the simple yellow flowers of the 
winter jasmine, shining like candles in the winter 
murk — like a good deed in a naughty world. ■ 

Katherine Swift gardens at The Dower House in 
Shropshire. She is currently working on her third 
volume of the trilogy A Rose for Morville. 
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The RHS Collection 

Winter Sale 



comprehensive package 
options 


Finance available 

see our website for details 
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Gabriel Ash Limited is a credit broker and not a lender. Credit is subject to application and status. 


MADE IN BRITAIN 



The only 
timber 
greenhouses 
endorsed by 
the RHS 


Royal 

Horticultural 

Society 


Sharing the best in Gardening 


FOR INFORMATION CALL 01829 271 890 OR VISIT www.gabrielash.com 


Gabriel Ash Limited, Monument Farm, Farndon, Cheshire, CFI3 6QP (COMPANY REGISTRATION NUMBER 3728768) act as a credit broker and not the lender. Gabriel Ash Limited 
only offer products from Barclays Partner Finance. Barclays Partner Finance is a trading name of Clydesdale Financial Services Limited a wholly owned subsidiary of Barclays Bank 
PLC. Clydesdale Financial Services Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (Financial Services Register number: 311753). Registered in England. 

Registered No. 2901725. Registered office: 1 Churchill Place, London E14 5FIP 











WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938 



WINTER SALE STARTS 4"” JANUARY 



To request a brochure now please call or click 0800 783 8083 
www.hartley-botanic.co.uk Quoting Ref: EG 


THE FINEST GREENHOUSES MONEY CAN BUY 





